
Sharing Writing Said Best Method
"Allowing students to write qnd

share [their compositionsJ with
their peers before writing indepen-
dently has the best results, qccord-
ing to q Jive-year study 0f v,riting
tnethods presented at a National
Counc'il of Teachers of Engtish
meeting.

"George  H i l l ocks  J r .  o l  t he  U .
of  Chicago rev iewed 500 studies to
determine what  approaches made a
di l ' f 'erence in qual i ty .  The 'envi ron-

mental  mode'  in  which students
interact  wi th cach othcr  bef 'ore tak-
ing of l 'on thei r  own was f ive t imes
more ef l 'ect ive than more- t radi -
t ional  methods and rcsul tcd in  a
28-point  SAT gain,  hc said.

" 'Wr i t i ng  i s  l ea rned  by  do ing
and  sha r i ng  i t  w i t h  aud i cnces , '  he
said.  An inef ' l 'cc t ive method was
ernphasiz ing grammar.  That  pro-
cess resul ted in  a lower qual i ty  ot '
wr i t ing,  hc said." -Educ'ut ion
U . S . A . ,  N o v c m b c r  2 u ,  1 9 8 3 .
Repr inted by pcrmiss ion f rom
Educar ion U.S.A.  Copyr ight  1983,
Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Rclat ions
Assoc ia t i on .

Legal News

o Michigon High Court Approves
Regulation oJ Church Schools

"The Mic'higun Suprane Court
hus rtrlatl Ihut stutc luws rt 'qtt ir ing
lhe regulution of churt'h schools clo
not violule the constitutionul rights
o.f t'hur<'h r2l,licials uncl parents
who choose to sencl their chiklren
to suc'h st'hools.

"Church o i f ic ia ls  at  the Sher i -
dan Road tsapt is t  Church and the
Firs t  Bapt is t  Church of  Br idgeport
had brought  sui t  against  the Mich-
igan Department  of  Educat ion,
arguing that  s tate laws requi r ing a l l
schools to employ state-cer t i f ied
inst ructors and to prov ide the
depa r tmen t  u  i t h  i n fo rma t i on  on
enrol lment ,  courses of  s tudy,  and
teacher qual i f icat ions v io lated

thei r  F i rs t  Amendment r ight  to
practice religion f reely ." -Edu-

cation l leek, vol. IV, No. 2, Sep-
tember 12,  1984.  Repr inted by
permiss ion.

o New York City Privute-School
Aid Violstes Separation of
Church and State

" New York City's .federally sup-
porterl co mpen.sa tory-educ.at ion
progrant, in whit'h sonte public,-
st'hctol teachers conclur't rernediul
clqs.ses in privctte religious schools,
violates the c'onslitutionul separu-
tion o./ t'hurch anci state, the Ll.5.
Court o.f Appeals .[or the Second
C irc'u it has unanim0us11, rulecl.

"The  F i r s t  Amendmcn t ' s  p ro -
h ib i t ion against  the government
es tab l i shmcn t  o l '  r e l i g i i t n ' cons t i -
tu tes an insurmountablc barr icr  to
the use o l '  fedcra l  funds to send
publ ic  school tcachers or  other  pro-
l ' ess iona l s  i n to  re l i g i ous  schoo l s , '
the cour t  held,  over turn ing a lower
ccrur t 's  ru l ing in  Fel ton v.  U.S.
I)epurttnent o/ Educution. . . . The
dcfendants in the l- 'alton casc-the
New York Ci ty  Board o l  E,duca-
t i on ,  t hc  U .S .  Educa t i on  Depa r t -
ment  and four  parents of  nonpubl ic
school  s tudcnts who receive Chap-
t c r  I  a i d -have .  .  .  appea led  to the
Suprcme Court  to  rev icw thc i r
cz rsc . "  I l t i r l . ,  vo l .  I l l ,  Nos .39  &
40,  August  22,  1984.

Ed ucat ional ' lest in  g Serv ice
Forum Ci tes "Paradox" in
Reliance on, Crit icism of 

' l-ests

"The recent heightened public'

focus on mea.surable ac'ademic
stanrlards .for :jtudents hos brough t
ro lighr a 'puradox' in the public's
attitude towerd tests, uc.cording to
porticipanls in a conJ'erence . . . on
the topic of standardized testing.

"On one hand,  such tests are
crit icized as biased when certain
groups of students perform less
well than others, the participants
said, but on the other, they are

regarded as the only object ive
means for ensuring compliance
w i t h s t a n d a r d s . . . .

"Much of  the d iscussion at  the
meet ing concerned the ro le of  tests
and test  developers in  the stan-
dards being imposed on students in
a growing number of  s tates and
loca l i t i es .  The ' s tanda rds '  t r end ,
which began about  f  ive ycars ago,
ga ined  momen tum I i n  t he ]  sp r i ng
[o f  1983 ]  when  the  Na t i ona l  Com-
miss ion on Excel lence in Educa-
t ion urged that  s tandardized tests
b c ' a d n r i n i s t e r c d  a r  m a j o r  t r a n s i -
t ion points f rom one lcvel  of '
se  h t l o l i ng  l r l  ano lhe r '  .

" [G rego ry  R .  An r i g ,  E .T .S .
presic lent  caut ioned: l  'Now that
the  who lc  coun t r y  i s  sh i f t i ng
toward rnore object ive test ing,  i t
makcs  i t  t l r a t  r nuch  morc  i r npo r -
tant  that  objec l ive standards are
avai lable.

"  ' l ' v c  been  te l l i ng  educa ro rs  no t
to  t u rn  t o  t es t l ng  as  a  qu i ck  f i x ,
because misusing tests is  a rcal
danger.  We've even had requcsts
on how to use studcnts '  tcst  rcsul ts
to  j r r dgc  l eae l re rs  -a  p rac t i ce  we
don ' t  ag ree  w i th , '  he  sa id .

"He  and  the  o the rs  cau t i oned
that  hast i ly  designed statc min i -
mum compctency tests would be
vulnerable to cour t  chal lenges
i i m i l a r  t o  t h c  l a w s r r i t  a g a i n s t
F ' lor ida 's  test .  In  thar  case,  Debre
P. v. Turlingron, which was de-
c ided by a fedcra l  d is t r ic t  judge in
[ 9 8 3 ]  i n  l h e  s r a l c ' s  f a v o r ,  m i n o r -
i ty  s tudents rnainta ined that  thc
state 's  test  was rac ia l ly  d iscr imi-
natory and d id not  measure what
they were taught  in  school .

"Al though the val id i ty  of  the test
was upheld,  the f ive-year  lawsui t
serves as an i l lust rat ion that  those
who write and administer tests 'wil l

be held responsib le for  thei r  con-
duct, ' Donald N. Bersoff, a lawyer
and psychologist from Washing-
ton,  D.C. ,  to ld the audience of  test
developers and educators. 'And
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there is a differencc betrveen wirat
psychologists  ancl  rvhat  cour ts
th ink  i s  a  good  tes t , '  he  sa id .

"Test  devclopers 'musl  erarn ine
the i r  p rac t i ec \ .  t he i r  i n te rp rc ta -
t i ons ,  and  thc i r  u l t ima tc  recom-
mcndat ions, '  in  order  to 'protect

the r ights o l '  [s tuc lcnts]  ,  to  sal 'c-
gua rd  t hc i r  own  i n teg r i t y ,  and  i n
the long run to serve the legi t i rnatc
goals c l l -  [educators]  , '  hc added.

"One  o l ' t he  p rob le rns  l es t  mak -
crs hope to ovcrcome is  t l ie  lack c l l '
'adcquatc pro l 'css ional  s tandards '
l 'or  developing tests,  sa id L, rnest
W.  K immc l ,  d i r cc to r  o l ' t c s t  dcvc l -
opment  I 'or  t l rc  tcst ing scrv ice.  'The

c r l r r cn l  r l anda rds  a re  r r i nc  yca r ' t
o l d ,  a n d  t h c y , d o n ' t  t a k e  i n t o
i lccount  a lo t  o l '  dcvc lopnrent  i r r
s tat is t ica l  methodology and under
s t a n d i n g  o l ' i s s u e s  l i k c  c u l t u r a l ,
gende r ,  anc l  c thn i c  b ias , ' he  sa id . "
- l h i d . ,  vo l .  l l l ,  No .  l 0  (Novem-
bc r  9 ,  1983 ) .

Few Colleges Otter
Retirement Counseling

"Only 28 pere'ent o.l all colleges
and universilies provide preretire-
Lnent counseling for their employ-
ees, snd ctnl-v l6 percent have
created study groups ctr prepared
reports about retirement poli<'ies in
recenl years, accorcling lo a survey
by the Commission on College Re-
tirement.

"The survey,  which drew re-
sponses f rom of f ic ia ls  in  1,618
inst i tu t ions,  a lso produced these
f indings:

"Forty-four percent of colleges
and univers i t ies have studied or
adopted policies to enable retired
facul ty  members to cont inue 'some

ievel of activity beyond their nor-
mal  ret i rement  date. '

"Half of all colieges and univer-
sit ies have studied or deveioped
a program to make 'affordable

health care' available to retirees."
-The Chronicle of Higher Ed-
ucat ion,  September 12,  1984.

Reprinted with permission. Copy-
right 1984 by The Chronicle of
Higher Educ'ation.

Women in l l igher  Educat ion

Bernice R. Sandler, execu!ive
director of the Project on the
Stutus and Educ'qtion of Women
of the Assoc'iation o.f American
Cr,tlleges, has c'r,tmpiled these slu-
tisl ics aboul w,omen in hisher
education:

o "Despi te the marked increase
in  t hc  number  o f '  women  i n
medical ,  law,  and other  graduate
schools,  most  women st i l l  major  in
t rad i t i ona l l y ' f ema le '  f i e l ds  and
prepare for  t radi t ional ly ' femalc '
j obs .

r  "The salar ies of  women in
academc arc st i l l  lower than those
of  men wi th comparable t ra in ing
and experience-al every) ctge, cI!
every degree level, in every .field,
und in every) l.ype oJ institution. On
thc wholc,  female academics earn
about  85 per  cent  of  the salary
earned by thei r  male counterpar ts .

.  "  Despi te an increase in the
number of  women in campus ad-
ministrative ranks, about 90 per
cent of students attend insl. itutions
where the three top administrative
posts-president ,  ch ief  academic
officer, and dean-are held by
men.

r "Despite an increase in the
proportion of assistant professors
who are women, there has been lit-
t le change over the last decade in
the proportion who are full profes-
sors. That f igure has stayed
around l0 per cent, meaning that
the number of women promoted to
full professorships has been barely
enough to replace those who have
retired or died. Several studies
have shown that it takes longer for
women to be promoted than it
does similarly qualif ied men, and
that far fewer women are likely to
receive tenure than are their male

counterparts. In fact, despite more
than l3 years of so-called affirma-
tive action, despite Title lX,
despite the progress, the general
pat tern of  women's employment  in
higher education is distressingly
the same as it was in 1970: The
higher the rank,  the more prest i -
g ious the inst i tu t ion or  f ie ld,  the
fewer the vsrnsn."-1bful., Febru-
ary 29,  1984.  Repr inted wi th per-
miss ion of  Bernice Sandler  and
The Chronic'le oJ Higher Educa-
t ic tn.  Copyr ight  1984 by The
Chronicle oJ Higher Education.
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