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'h .  evolut ion of  Amer ica f rom

I a largely agrar ian to an
industrial society and lately to a
services-oriented one, reminds us
that Christian education must not
only address character and tech-
nical concerns, but also their
application to changed circum-
stances.

Recent  demographic surveys
reveal some interesting facts:

.  Only 4 percent  of  homes in the
U .S .A .  a re  " t r ad i t i ona l " - t he

father works, the mother stays
home, and there are two chi ldren.

r  In  6 l  percent  of  fami l ies wi th
chi ldren,  both parents work.

r  More than 70 percent  of
women born between 1946 and the
mid-1950s work,  and in the next
decade this proportion should rise
to 80 percent.

o In the future,  as many as one-
third of all women may not have
any chi ldren at  a l l .

r  Between 1982 and 1984 the
service-producing sector of the
U.S.  economy gained near ly  5 mi l -
l ion jobs, while manufacturing
employment  was down by 1.2 mi l -
l ion.

. Industrial robots could dis-
place 100,000 to 200,000 jobs by
the 1990s. The manufacture, oper-
ation, maintenance, and sales of
robots wil l create 32,000 to 60,000
jobs.

o Increasing use of  microproces-
sors and microcomputers (about 2
mill ion desktop computers are in
use in the United States), along
wi th lasers,  sate l l i te  communica-
tions equipment, data-handling
and information systems have dra-
matically changed the workplace.

o In 1935. the United States had

6.8 mi l l ion farms;  by 1984,  'n is

figure had dropped to 2.2 mill ion.
Given these t rends,  i f  Advent is t

schools are to prepare our youth
for successful l iving and a sensitive
Christian witness, the focus of
training and preparation must fac-
tor in new realit ies.

We are not suggesting a change
in our  t radi t ional  va lues or  ideals.
We are proposing that parents,
church leaders, and educators
must prayerfully study new ap-
proaches and develop methods to
capture the interest of persons who
will become pioneers and adven-
turers for  Chr is t  in  new s i tuat ions.

This issue.  devoted to the
place of technologies in the SDA
curriculum. is a reminder that
vocational pursuits have moved
from the l ithopress to laser discs;
from hand plow to motorized com-
bines; from X-ray technology to
ul t rasound radiography;  f rom
scriptography to computograph-
ics.

While the whole world is not at
this stage of evolution, we must
remind ourselves that  i t  is  not  a

case of  "e i ther ,  or"  but  t r i  "L,oth.

a n d . "  F o r  i f  t h c  f l r ( ) g r c \ .  r r l
c i i ' i l i za t i on  t eaches  an l  t h i ng .  i t  r .
t ha t  w i t h  t he  po r l  e r f u l  con r rnun i -
cat ive tools  at  thei r  d i 'pcrsal  pcople
w i l l  soon  makc -  o f  ou r  uo r l d  a
global  v i l lage.  ln  Papua Nerv
Guinca I  recent l l '  saw people very
c lose to thei r  animist  t radi t ions
wear ing the la test  Western c loth ing
and T-shi r ts  wi th contemporary
s logans,  carry ing por table stereo
casset te p layers.  I  havc scen s imi lar
examples in  such d is tant  p laces as
Southern Afr ica and the h inter-
l ands  o l  Sou th  A rne r i can  coun -
t r ies.  This sure ly  suggests that  thc
"have-nots"  feel  kcenly thei r  cur-
rent  s i tuat ions and desi re to ac-
qui re products and tcchnologies
that  represent  shar ing in  the "good

li fe. "

The wor ld of  the twenty- f i rs t
century,  i l  the Lord tarr ies,  wi l l
be one where technology wi l l  pre-
dominate.  We as SDAs must  be
prepared to make lifc in Christ real
to that society becausc of our skil l-
ful and artful presentation of truth
through technology.-V.S.G. t l
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