
OF TNTERESTTOTTACHERS

Policy Change for
Continuing Education Credit

Because of the seeming ineq-
uity and confusion created by
al lowing only .25 Professional
Act iv i ty  Credi ts  (pAC,s)  in-
stead of  .5  Cont inuing Educa-
t ion Uni ts  (CEU's)  of  credi t  for
each cont inuing educat ion test
taken by teachers,  the North
Amer ican Div is ion Of  f ice of
Educa t i on  i s  r ccommend ing
that  unions re instate the prac-
t ice of  conferr ing 5 contact
hours ( .5 PAC's)  credi t  for
study of  cont inuing educat ion
articles offered by Tnr JouRNel
oF ADvENTtsr EoucarroN.

New Standards for Industrial
Arts and Technology Education

(  c lmprchensive standards l 'or
i ndus t r i a l  a r t s  educa r i on  i n  SDA
schools are now avai lablc .  l )evc l -
oped and val idatcd dur ing a ser ies
of  rcg ional  rvorkshops at tendecl
bv more than 400 industr ia l  ar ts
supe rv i s ( ) r s ,  t cache r  cduca to rs ,
and  consu l t an t s ,  l hcse  s tanda rds
were f ie ld- tcsted by the par t ic i ,
pan ts  i n  t hc i r  schoo l  sys t cms  o r
col lcges.  As a resul t  o l '  the lvork-
shc lps ,  D rs .  P .  John  Wi l l i a rn rs  and
L .  L .  Re inho l r z ,  d i r ec to rs  o1 '  t he
projcct ,  added some standards and
deleted others.

The 222 proposed standards
rverc la ter  modi t ' ied,  p i lo t - tested,
and rated by a val idat ion panel ,
which inc luded teachers,  tcachcr
e d u c a t o r s ,  a n d  a d m i n i \ t r a l o r \ .
Those standards not  receiv ing a 75
percent  acceptance standard were
cons ide red  i n l ' a l i d ,  and  were
deleted.  The remain ing 214 state-
ments are d iv ided into ten major
areas:  phi losophy,  inst ruct ional
program, student  populat ions,  in-
st ruct ional  s taf f ,  adminis t rat ion
and superv is ion,  support  systems,
i ns t ruc t i ona l  s t ra teg ies ,  pub l i c

re lat ions,  safety and heal th,  and
evaluat ion.

A copy of  "Standards for
Seventh-day Advent is t  Industr ia l
Ar ts  Programs" is  avai lable f rom
the Technology Educar ion Depart -
ment  at  Andrews Univers i ty  (Ber-
r i en  Sp r i ngs ,  M l  49104 )  f o r  $3 .

Pediatricians Sal Schools
Should Accept  AIDS Pupi ls

"The Artterican At'aclem1, oJ'
Pediatrics hus recotrtrnended that
ntost st'hool-uge children and
adolescents wit h at.quired i rnn une
deJicienc-v svndrorne anrl related
clisett.se.s be allov'ed to uttend
.st'hool ' in un unreslricted rnanner.'

" l - h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h c
A .A .P .  sa id ,  wou ld  be  ch i l d r cn
w i th  A IDS who  ' l ack  con r ro l  ove r
body secret ions,  d isp lay behavior
such as b i t ing,  ur  have open sores
th i i t  cannot  be covcrcd. '  Thesc
e  h i l d r c r r  s l t r r t r l d  n o l  r e m l i r r  i r r
schoo l ,  t hc  pcd ia t r i c  phys i c i ans
sa id .  .  .  .

"  l - ike the Cenrer  for  Disease
Contro l ,  thc ph-vs ic ians '  group op-
pc-rscs mandatory screening o l '  a l l
ch i l d ren  fo r  de tcc t i on  o f  A IDS  and
AIDS-rc lated d iseascs

"The group re leascd thc guidc-
l incs ' in  par t  to  help reassure
pa rcn ts  t ha t  t hc  p rob le rn  o l 'A lDS ,
p a r t i c u l a r l )  i n  e h i l d r c n ,  i s  n o t  a
s ign i l ' i can t  t h rea t , '  sa id  Susan
N o w i c k i ,  t h e  A . A . P . ' s  d i r e c t o r  o f
commun ica t i ons .

"  'O f  t he  morc  t han  l 3 ,500  cases
of  Al  DS reportcd to date,  none are
knorvn to havc been t ransmit ted in
the school ,  day-care,  or  I 'oster-care
se t t i ng , '  t he  A .A .P .  sa id  i n  re leas -
ing i ts  recommendat ions.

"The group a lso recommended
tha t  eve ry  schoo l  adop t ' r ou t i ne
procedures for  handl ing b lood and
body f lu ids, '  whether  or  nor
chi ldren wi th AIDS at tend the
school. "-Education Week, vol.
V ,  No .  9 ,  Oc tobe r  30 ,  1985 .  Used
by permiss ion.

National Task Force Urges
Technology Training for Teachers

"Teachers at all levels, from
kindergarten t hrough t.ollege,
should be trained to use te(.hnol-
ogy where appropriqte, and each
slate should have at leost one
school-bqsed demonstration site to
displul, the best applications o.f
technology, according to a series
of recommendations by the Na-
tionctl Task Forc'e on Educutionel
Tet'hnology.

"The group of  25 industry  and
education leaders was selectcd [in
19841 by former Secretary of  Edu-
cat ion Terre l  H.  Bcl l  to  cxplore
ways that  co l laborat ion betwcen
the publ ic  and pr ivatc sectors
could help improve Amer ican edu-
cat ion through the use of  tech-
nology.  .  .  .

"The group agreed that :
o "Al l  current  and prospect ive

teachers need to be t ra ined to use
technology as a tool  for  inst ruc-
t ion,  c lassroom management,  and
thei r  own cont inuing educat ion.

r  "Tcacher t ra in ing has to be a
coope rat ive cf for t  among school
d is t r ic ts ,  schools of  educat ion,
state departments of  educat ion,
and model  centcrs.

o "Technology should be used
to  e  rea te  ' f l c r i b l e  env i ronmen ts
that  wi l l  a l low students to move
th rough  the  cu r r i cu lum a l  va ry ing
speeds to mastery. '

o  "  Educators should 'explore

changes in basic  curr icu lum made
possib le by present  and emerging
technologies and the needs of  an
informat ion society. '

.  "Techno logy  i n  educa t i on
means more than computers;  i t
a lso inc ludes 'o ld technologies, '
such  as  f i lm -s r r i p  p ro jec ro rs ,
overhead projectors, and other
audio-visual aids, and 'emerging

technologies, '  such as the network-
ing of  computers,  the convergence
of video and compuring capabil i-
t ies,  and the use of  sate l l i tes to
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transfer information.
o "Educators must plan for the

integration of technology and cre-
ate budgets that reflect the full cost
of that integration, including staff
t r a i n i ng .  so f twa re ,  ma in tenance .
and infrastructure, such as tele-
phone l ines for  te lecommunica-
t ion.

r "Careful forecasting of tech-
nology-driven expenditures should
be encouraged 'ensur ing that  the
forecasts and resulting budgets rec-
ognize the relatively short l i fe
of most hardware, software, and
technological  t ra in ing, '

r "The development of soltware
should be a col laborat ive ef  for t
between the publ ic  and pr ivate sec-
tors,  inc luding curr icu lum specia l -
is ts ,  methodology experts ,  graphic
ar t is ts ,  and programmers.

o "  lnst ruct ional  sof tware should
bc packaged for both school and
home use.

r  "Extensive f ie ld- test ing should
be conducted before sof tware is
marketed.

o  " S o f t  w a r e - l i c e n s i n g  a g r e e -
ments should be developed that
address the concerns of  industry
of f ic ia ls ,  who compla in of  i l legal
copying,  and educat ion of f ic ia ls ,
who contend they cannot afford to
buy copies of  sof tware programs
for  every student .

o "The government  ought  to
o f f c r  i ncen t i ves  t o  compan ies  i n -
volved in the school  market . " -
I b i d . ,  vo l . lV ,  Nos .  40 ,41 ,  Augus t
2 l ,  1 9 8 5 .

Out of Field No l,onger
Out of Sight

In a recenl study released
jointly, the Americ'an Federation
of Teochers and the Council for
Basic Education have emphatically
condemned the "misassignment of
teachers," or teachers assigned
classes out of the field for which
they ore certified.

"The problem, they admit ,  is

not new, but they contend it
threatens the success of education
re fo rm.  D raw ing  a t t en t i on  t o  i t .
however,  a lso chal lenges schools
and policymakers to consider dif-
f icult choices. Should flexibil i ty in
assignments be maintained for the
sake of efficiency, or should the
practice be ended as a way of
assur ing qual i ty  inst ruct ion to
students? "

AFT President  Alber t  Shanker,
saying " ' i t  is  impossib le to exag-
gerate the extent  of  the issue, '
estimates 200,000 teachers cur-
rent ly  are assigned to teach courses
for  which they are not  cer t i f ied.
However,  th is  is  a calculated guess,
because the study emphasizcs the
lack  o l ' da ta .

"Threc- four ths of  the states
declare such practices pedagogi-
ca l l y  unsound .  bu t  s i x  pe rm i t  ou t -
of - f ie ld teaching wi thout  rest r ic-
t ion and l5 l imi t  i t  to  a percentage
of  the school  day.  Only two states
e  o l l ec t  r e l i ab le  da ta  on  m is -
assignments (Rhode Is land and
West  Vi rg in ia) ,  and only one seems
to have penal ized d is t r ic ts  for  the
pract ice (Oregon).

"From the teachers '  v iewpoint ,
m isass ignmen l \  a re  unw ise ,  says
Shanker.  For  one,  they make a
sham of  teacher competency test -
ing.  A teacher might  be deemed
competent  in  one f ie ld,  then wind
up teaching in  another ,  he points
ou t .

"Also,  the pract ice undermines
eva lua t i ons .  ' Thc re  i s  an  unwr i t t en
understanding between a super-
visor and a teacher that evalua-
t ions wi l l  not  be r igorous when the
teacher is out of f ield. The process
of accountabil ity and evaluation is
destroyed, '  he says.

"While acknowledging the flex-
ibil i ty in state regulations fre-
quently reflects the need to bend
circumstances for rural schools,
Virginia Robinson, author of the
report, says this is only part of the

problem. Rural schools are trying
to solve their dilemma by sharing
teachers and/or using technology,
she says.

"The real  losers are students,
contends [Graham Down, execu-
t ive d i rector  of  the Counci l  for
Basic Education] . 'A teacher needs
to be knowledgeable in  a f ie ld in
order  to be a quest ioning,  coaching
teacher,  not  just  a ta lk ing teacher, '
he says.

"Misassignments 'account  for  a
substant ia l  amount  of  the fa i lure
we have in schools, '  Shanker
bel ieves.  And he suggests parents
shou ld  have  l o  s i gn  pe rm iss ion
forms for an out-of-field teacher
to  i ns t ruc t  t he i r  ch i l d ren . " -
Educat ion U.S.A. ,  September 30,
1985 .  Rep r i n ted  by  pe rm iss ion
lrom Educqlion Il.S.A. Copyright
1985,  Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Rela-
t ions Associat ion.

Computer Technology
Reshaping Instruction

By the end o./' the sixth grade,
students should be qble to write
simple conputer prograftts, czn-
cludes q recent report by the l'',la-
tional Council oJ Teachers oJ
Mathemutit's.

The repor t ,  "The Impact  of
Comput ing Technology on School
Mathemat ics,"  looks at  the ef fect
of  new technology on mathemat ics
instruction and provides guidelines
for teachers on how to incorporate
new technology into the mathe-
matics curriculum.

The report also recommends
that calculators should be rou-
t ine ly  avai lable to e lementary
students in all activit ies associated
with learning, including tests. It
suggests that students learn pro-
gramming and simple program-
ming in Logo or BASIC as early
as kindergarten to convey both
mathematical and computer con-
cepts.-From Report on Educa-
tion Research, vol.17, 1985. tr
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