
EDITORIAL

Are You
Drawing Pictures?

any young people v iew
the pursui t  o f  h igher
educat ion as i r re levant

and d i f f icu l t ,  in  addi t ion to being
t ime-consuming and cost ly .  Fronr
thei r  very narrow perspect ive,  co l -
lege cducat ion has a l i rn i ted or
noner is tent  u l t imate payof f .  This
is  par t icu lar ly  t rue of  teenagers
eonr ing l - ror t t  lowcr  socio-cco-
nomic levels  who general ly  havc
ferv adequate ro le models to
emu la te .

Other  young pcople v iew ad-
vanced educat ion as unnecessary,
par t icu lar ly  dur ing t imes o l  ample
work  oppo r tun i t i es .  I n  t he  pas t
sorne employment  markets hal 'e
seemed vcry at t ract ive (such as
l ' ish ing or  thc lurnber industry)
bccause they providcd rcmuncra-
t i on  d i sp ropo r t i ona te l y  h ighe  r
t han  mor l  s i r n i l a r  oceupa t i ons .

Such shor t -s ighted v iews f re-
quent ly  resul t  f rom the young per-

son's  desi re for  instant  success.
The f reedom to order  one's  l i fe
according to personal  wishes wi th-
out  d i rect ion f rom others seems
more at t ract ive than the commit-
menl  and sacr i f ice requi red to
achieve educat ional  goals that
seem remote and unrelated to the
real i t ies of  the here and now. The
psychology of  f i rs t - t ime car  owner-
ship of ten adds a new dimension to
l i fe  by prov id ing the i l lus ion that
young people are the "master  of
thei r  own dest iny."  The lure of
"carefree highways" and exciting
dest inat ions fur ther  b lurs the
priorit ies and can lead the ado-
lescent to make decisions that

obscure educat ional  goals and
have regret table long- term consc-
quences.

Of a l l  the peoplc wi th whom stu-
dents come in contact  dur ing thc i r
format ive years,  sure ly  the c lass-
room teacher must  carcfu l ly  draw
I ' t l r  t hem thc  l ong - te rm p i c t r r r c ,
and in a convinc ing manner dem-
onstrate that  to  lose in terest  in  the
educa t i ona l  expe r i ence  be fo rc
gain ing matur i ty  and sk i l ls  is  to
cr ipple and l imi t  one's  future.
Given the technology of  today 's
wor ld,  and consider ing the indi -
cators of  the future,  i t  is  c lear  that
untra ined indiv iduals have l i t t le
hope for a secure future. The de-
mand for  unski l led labor  is  rapid iy
d imin ishing;  the income potent ia l
for poorly educated individuals
increasingly  less sure.  As manual
jobs cont inue to vanish wi th the
technology of our day, the realtza-
tion that underprepared persons
will be among the last to be
employed and the first to be dis-

rn issed should prove both d iscon-
cer t ing and st imulat ing.  Not  onl l '
are inadequate ly  educated indiv id-
uals f requent ly  unable to care for
thei r  own needs,  they are a lso
great ly  l imi ted in  ut i l iz ing the fu l l
r ange  o l  t he i r  t a l en t s  i n  t he  uo rk
o f  t he  chu rch .

A h igher  educat ion cxpcr icnce
or an advanced degrcc docs not
providc a sure guarantee of  suc-
cess,  or  entry  in to the pro l 'ess ional
wo r l d .  I t  does ,  howoc r .  g rea t l y
cnhance the prospect  ot '  conrpet ing
successfu l ly  for  a job,  e len though
the nature of  the work r r iav not
a lways be d i rect ly  re lated to the
degree.

We do on occasion hear about
unemp loycd  Ph .D . ' s ,  o r  peop l c
w i th  mas te r ' s  deg rees  d r i r  i ng
lax i cabs .  Ncvc r thc l css ,  : l r - t t i s t i c s
c lear ly  ind icate that  the bet ter  the
educat ion,  the bet tcr  thc opportu-
n i t ies.  Current  data reveals,  for
instance,  that  something less than
l  percent  of  a l l  ind iv iduals possess-
ing a doctora l  degree are unem-
ployed-a very favorable stat is t ic
when compared wi th the unem-
ployment  p ic ture of  the U.S.  pop-

ulat ion as a whole.  These data
also correspond wel l  when con-
pared with lower-level degrees.
Obviously ,  a good educat ion not
only offers clear advantages, but
increasingly must be viewed as a
necessity. Parents and students
need to understand the importance
o f  mak ing  an  ea r l y  commi tmen t  t o
advanced educational goals. As a
nation and as a church, this is our
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image among the varied publics of
a col lege or  univers i ty .

Honest Stories.
Caring Atmosphere

Adven t i s t  co l l ege  marke t i ng
ought  to be perceived as conveying
honest stories that portray the
opportuni ty  for  h igher  educat ion
in an atmosphere of  goodwi l l ,  ex-
c i tement ,  warmth,  sp i r i tua l  car ing,
and qual i ty  t ra in ing-an atmo-
sphere where "p iety  and scholar-
s h i p  g o  h a n d  i n  h a n d , "  i n  t h e
words of  one re l ig ion teacher I
in terv iewed for  th is  ar t ic le .

None of  th is  can be accom-
pl ished unless col lege admiss ions
of f icers and rnarket ing personnel
have a c lcar  understanding o l '  thc
col lege's  miss ion,  assess the pro-
spect ivc market  and determine i ts
needs,  and then,  wi th the adminis-
t rat ion and staf f ,  make sure that
the school  "prov ides the product  i t
promises,"  to  quote a col lege re la-
t ions d i rcctor .

The u l t imate product ,  lor  an
Advent is t  co l lege,  is  the develop-
ment  of  Chr is t ian characters in
i ts  s tudents.  This h igh goal  must
constant ly  be kept  in  v iew by
everyone connected wi th the col -
l ege -admin i s t ra to rs ,  t eache rs ,
pastors,  and support  s taf f ,  as wel l
as publ ic  re lat ions and market ing
di rectors.
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only hope for  the future.  Money
invested in  educat ion wi l l  y ie ld r ich
rewards in  many ways.

As ide  f rom the  ab i l i t y  t o  secu re
a job and increase one's  earn ing
capaci ty ,  o lher  issues are at  s take.
The more thoroughly people are
educated, the more aware they be-
come of l i fe and its full meaning.
Such individuals are better able to
contro l  thei r  dest iny.  They can
select their resDonses from broader

alternatives. The results are in-
creasingly predictable and satis-
fy ing.

Education also develops in peo-
ple increased sensitivity to their
surroundings. The well-educated
person becomes acutely aware of
the needs of  others and is  more
respons i ve  and  unde rs tand ing
toward them. Awareness resul ts  in
to lerant  at t i tudes and a broader
wor ld v iew.

Other  benef i ts  that  enr ich one's
l i fe  are gained through educat ion,
such as abi l i ty  to  make one's  home
a secure and comfortable place,
and to interact positively and cre-
at ive ly  wi th one's  fami ly  and
fr iends.  Educat ional  background
a l so  i n f l uences  one ' s  capac i t y  t o
become a person of influence in
c iv ic  af fa i rs ,  neighborhood pro j -
ccts and in the church.  Such
involvement  is  important  and sat-
is fy ing.

A wel l -educated person can and
should be a patron of  the ar ts ,  sup-
por t ing and par t ic ipat ing in  cul -
tura l  and inte l lectual  events and
the reby  b r i ng ing  an  up l i f t i ng
dimension to the ent i re spectrum
o f  commun i t y  l i f e .

F inal ly ,  and most  important ,
educat ion should enhance one's
abi l i ty  to  communicate the beaut i -
fu l  t ruths of  Scr ipture,  making one
a persuasive Chr is t ian who pre-
sents h is  or  her  Master  in  a way
that  br ings heal ing and st rength to
the hearer .  The wel l -educated can
thus provide leadership to the local
church through the commitment  of
thei r  t ime,  ta lent ,  and resources,
making the church a centerp iece of
the communi ty  where wounds are
healed, people matter, and help is
always available. This is the very
reason we have been given the
opportunity to develop our talents
-so that  instead of  serv ing our-
selves, we may better know how to
serve others.

Every educator at every level

must  seek to convey th is  v is ion and
the need for  our  young people to
develop the talents God has given
them. Teachers,  your  s tudents wi l l
not understand the importance of
these matters unless you draw the
picture c lear ly  for  them. I t  is  your
responsib i l i ty  to  create in  each
young person a desire and determi-
nat ion to learn how to bet ter  serve
God  and  humank ind . -N .C .S .  t l

Computing With Class
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tractor feed or sheet feeder options
and the more sophist icated ones
are already equipped to interface
via RS-232-C standard serial port
or  para l le l  in ter face.  I f  your  appl i -
cat ion cal ls  for  h igh volume, mul t i -
ple parts, speed, and tractor feed,
you' l l  f ind the select ion and pr ice
of  dot  matr ix  pr in ters make them a
good choice.

Ink Jet Printers

Like laser  pr in ters,  ink je t  pr in t -
ers are quiet ,  boast  incredib le qual -
ity, and offer other benefits over
t radi t ional  technologies-no r ib-
bon to dry out ,  snag,  or  run gray.
However, l ike laser printers, ink
jets  can only make one copy at  a
t ime,  and to date they haven' t  got
t ractor  f 'eeds down to a sc ience.
The ink is  more or  less a l iqu id;
therefore, instead of ribbon prob-
lems, you may have clogging
problems. The good news is that
replacing an ink cartridge means
replacing the entire mechanism
that could be clogged, so main-
tenance may not be the hassle
impl ied.

Daisy Wheel Printers

These kind of stole the thunder
away from the tried-and-true IBM
ball technology. They're faster,
quieter, require a much less sophis-
ticated movement mechanism. and
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