
OF INTEREST TO TEACHERS
Jobs Up in Education

"Job prospects qnd starting sol-
aries for education majors have
improved significantly, placing
education among the 10 fastest-
growing coreer fields for the first
time in a decqde, occording to (l
nationul survey of employers.

"The survey, conducted annu-
ally since 1970 by the placement-
service office at Michigan State
University, found an improved job
market for college graduates gen-
era l ly .  .  .  .

"The out look is  especia l ly  br ight
for education majors. Starting
salaries for teachers wil l jump
ahead of entry-level pay for grad-
uates in several other profes-
s ions .

"Demand is  especia l ly  s t rong
for  teachers of  specia l  educat ion,
ma themat i cs ,  sc ience ,  Eng l i sh ,
Spanish,  and French.  .  .  .

"Nonetheless,  the average star t -
ing salary for  teachers in  1986-
$16,903-wi l l  cont inue to lag
behind the $21,601 average star t -
ing pay I 'or all graduates with
bachelor 's  degrees,  the survey
found."-6duc'qtizn Week, vol.
V ,  No .  16 ,  December  18 ,  1985 .
Repr inted by permiss ion.

International Education Ministers
Agree on Goals

"Educqtion ministers from Fin-
land to Australiu, speaking 17
vctrious languages, recent ly looked
at the stute of educotion. . . .

"Whi le each country in  the
Organization for Economic Coop-
eration provides a different system
of education, 'our discussions
showed how remarkably similar
are the goals that guide the educa-
tional policies of the countries,'
remarked Jean-Pierre Chevene-
ment of France.

"Economic and social structural
changes are creating expectations
for education that 'grow and pull i t
in  many,  and somet imes opposing,

directions,' the ministers noted.
"A summary of their Paris

meeting . . . called on education to
adjust to increasingly pluralistic
societies, especially in meeting the
needs of the disadvantaged and
handicapped. This requires the
schools,  fami ly  and communi ty  to
cooperate, they said.

"Fur ther ,  resources should be
strengthened for the early school
years, the secondary curriculum
should have a flexible balance
between compulsory subject mat-
ter  and personal  s tudent  opt ions,
and intell igent use of technologies
should be accompanied by better
teacher training.

"With universal ly  h igh rates of
youth unemployment, the minis-
ters called for an end to 'the sharp
division between general, technical
and vocat ional  programs, '  wi th
lifelong access to further education
a  goa l . " -Educa t i on  U .S .A . ,
December 9,  1985.  Repr inted by
p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  E d u c q l i o n
U.S.A.  Copyr ight  1985,  Nat ional
School Public Relations Associa-
t ion.

Group Crit icized for Offering
"Simplistic" Solutions to
Reform Teacher Education

"A draft report prepared for a
major higher-educotion group
sharply criticizes the reform plat-

form of the Holmes group-s con-
sortium of 39 educstion deans

from some of [America'sJ leading
research universities-for propos-
ing 'simplistic' answers to the com-
plex problems teacher educators
n o w f a c e . . . .

"  The  conso r t i um members
agreed at a meeting [in November]
that all institutions choosing to
adopt the group's standards wil l be
expected to phase out  thei r
undergraduate programs in educa-
tion over the next f ive years.

"Last June, the group approved
a preliminary set of standards that

would requi re a l l  prospect ive
'career '  teachers to major  in  an
academic subject area rather than
education and complete a post-
baccalaureate program leading to a
master's degree and a divisional
certi f icate.

" ln  a pre l iminary draf t  o f  a
paper prepared for the American
Association of State Colleges and
Universit ies and presented at two
di f ferent  sessions dur ing i ls  recent
annual  meet ing .  .  .  John E.  King,
a v is i t ing educat ion professor  at
the Univers i ty  of  South Carol ina,
and a former pres ident  of  Empor ia
State Univers i ty  in  Kansas,  ca l led
the Holmes group reform platform
'dangerous and formidable. '

" l t  is  dangerous,  Mr.  King said,
because it 'would hamper rather
than support  and assis t  publ ic  and
private colleges now producing 80
percent of the teachers in the coun-
t ry .  '

" ln  addi t ion,  Mr.  King asser ted
that  the Holmes group's  proposals
ignore many of  the root  causes of
poor morale and ineffectiveness
among the nat ion 's  teachers and
schoo l s ,  and  o f f e r  s imp l i s t i c
answers to the complex questions
laced by teacher-educat ion inst i -
tu t ions.

"He further argued that the pro-
posals would p lace the contro l  o f
teacher education in the hands of
the universit ies that have shown
the least support and concern for it
during the past 25 years and where
teaching is often 'considered an
invidious career choice.' " -Ed-

ucation Week, vol. V, No. 16,
December 18,  1985.  Repr inted by
permiss ion.

Administrators' Guide to
International Students

A recently published guide, enti-
tled lnternational Students in the
United States: A Guide for Secon-
dary School Administrators offers
helpful information regarding
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administrqtive concerns, such cts
laws, placements, and counseling.
One section of the guide gives spe-
cif ic information about the six
countries that send the most ex-
change students to the United
States.  To obta in the guide,  send
$2 to National Association for
Foreign Students Af fa i rs ,  1860
lgth St .  NW, Washington,  DC
20009.

Independent Schools Association
Urges Apartheid Protest

"The associalion represent ing
IArnerica'sJ most prestigious pri-
vale sc'h00ls has c'alled upon its
members to publicllt repudiate
aparlheid, South Afric'a's polic'y of
rac'ial separation.

"  ln  a s tatement  mai led l in
D e c e m b e r l  t o  1 , 0 0 0  p r i v a t e
schools,  the Nat ional  Associat ion
of  Independent  Schools urged
' t rustees,  heads,  facul t ies,  and stu-
dents in  member schools to declare
thei r  opposi t ion to apar theid as
part  of  thei r  educat ional  respon-
sibil i ty. " ' -Educ'ution Week, vol.
V ,  No .  16 ,  December  18 ,  1985 .
Repr inted by permiss ion.

Hymn Society Sponsnrs Search
for New Advent Hymns

The Itymn Society o./ Americu
unnounces a seqrc'h J'or new hymn
/e.rls related to the Advent Seuson.
In recent years there has been a
renewed interest in these four
weeks pr ior  to  Chr is tmas.  This
search aims at providing new
hymns in contemporary,  inc lus ive
language based on scripture from
the Three-year Lectionary.

Entrants should include four
nonreturnable copies and a $5
entry fee for each hymn. Deadline
for  entr ies is  May l ,  1986.  Winning
hymns wil l be announced in Octo-
ber ,  1986,  and wi l l  be publ ished by
The Hymn Society of America,
Na t i ona l  Headqua r te rs ,  Box
30854, Texas Christian University,
For t  Worth,  TX'16129.

Standardized Tests Deficient,
English Teachers Assert

"Standsrdized testing, while
valuable in some respects, provides
little diagnostic information thst is
useful to teachers, perpetuates the
seporotion of evaluation from
learning, and nsrrows the cur-
riculum to emphasize the limited
skil ls measured by the tests, the
Nqtional Council of Teachers of
English charged [recently.J

" ln  the face of  such faul ts ,  the
council pledged to work toward
uni t ing evaluat ion and learn ing,
seek ways to empower Engl ish
teachers to be confident evaluators
and constructive crit ics of lan-
guage-arts tests, and develop alter-
native models of assessment.

" 'We  push  educa t i on  i n  t he
wrong d i rect ion when we put  a
heavy emphasis on testing,' said
Shei la  M. F i tzgerald,  professor  of
educat ion at  Michigan State Uni-
vers i ty  and president  of  the
N.C.T.M. for  the past  year .  'We

have  to  cons ide r  l he  cha rac te r i s l i c s
of  tests that  are not  publ ic ized. '

"As examples,  she c i ted the fact

that standardized tests are given on
a one-shot basis and fail to mea-
sure students' knowledge over a
period of t ime; that there are l imi-
tations to what can be measured on
paper-and-pencil tests; that label-
ing of children-especially the very
young-can be detrimental; that
the curriculum becomes overre-
liant on commercially prepared
textbooks and tests to the exclu-
sion of teachers' creativity and
knowledge.

"Bu t  p robab l y  mos t  impor ran r .
Ms.  F i tzgerald said,  ' the curr icu-
lum inevi tably  shr inks to the
measures used for  evaluat ion, 'and
students come to view classroom
work as far less significant than
what  they are asked to know for  a
tes t .

" ln  addi t ion,  she charged that
' there is  a d i rect  re lat ionship
between what  you say to a chi ld
about  h is  test  resul ts  .  .  .  and what
the dropout  rate is . '

"Educators 'should be appal led '
by increases in Scholastic Aptitude
Test scores, Ms. Fitzgerald as-
ser ted,  saying such increases ra ise
the quest ion of  'what  has been
sacr i f iced to achieve that . '  .  .  .

"At a session entit led 'Assess-

ment ,  l ts  Ef fect  on Curr icu lum.
Classroom, and Students, '  Nei l
Ellman, teacher from Hanover
Park Region High School  in  New
Jersey, charged that testing has
become 'an end in itself, a sub-
st i tu te for  inst ruct ion. '  As a resul t ,
he noted,  leg is lators,  parents,  and
businessmen are tell ing teachers to
key instruction to what the tests
measure.

" 'The tests are not  only  d ic tat -
ing the content of our curriculum,
but  the inst ruct ional  methods
themselves, '  Mr.  El lman said.
That is happening, he noted, even
though standardized tests are 'con-

trary to everything we as educators
have learned about the content and
structure of education.'

Use your head.
Smart people recycle aluminum,

paperand glass.

Give a hoot.
Don t pollute.

Forest Service, U.S.D.A. ffil
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"Among the myths incorpo-
rated into standardized tests, Mr.
Ellman said, are that all students
work at the same pace and that all
have mastered the same body of
knowledge by the time the test is
s iven.

"Further, he said. standardized
tests do not reflect a holistic
method for teaching and learning,
add ress  the  s tudy  o f  l i t e ra lu re ,  o r
evaluate creativity and higher-
order thinking skil ls. " -.Educa t io n
Week, vol. V, No. 14, December 4,
1985 .  Rep r i n ted  by  pe rm iss ion .

Marijuana and Memory

Marijuana may have a greater
effect on memory and thinking
abil ity than has previously been
thought .  According to Jef f  For-
t une ,  a  d rug -abuse  p reven t i on
counselor in Orange, California,
THC (the most plentiful psycho-
active substance in marijuana)
appears to interfere with the
manufacture of essential protein
substances in the nuclei of brain
cel ls .

The most noticeable effects of
marijuana use are decreases in
both memory and thinking abil ity.
"Occasional use mainly affects
short-term memory," notes For-
tune.  "Regular  use,  however,
damages long-term and abstract
memory."  Other  problems,  such
as diff iculty with number-symbol
substitution (replacing a series of
numbers with symbols represent-
ing each number), serial subtrac-
tion (repeatedly subtracting a
number from a larger number),
and reading comprehension are
also common.

THC remains in the body for up
to 30 days after the person has
used mar i juana.  "Because i t  s tays
in the body for such a long time,
its effects on memory and think-
ing abil ity are prolonged," says
Fortune.  '  'Nei ther  the week-
end smoker nor the daily smoker

is ever free from marijuana's
effects."-From a Listen news
reiease.

Nuts, Seeds Seen as Meat
Substitutes in Food Programs

"The 
IU.5.] Agriculture Depart-

ment hos proposed adding peqnuts
and other seeds qnd nuts to its list
of approved me(tt substitutes, in
the school lunch, childcsre, and
su m m e r-feed i n g p ro gro ms.

"The announcement said that
'most nuts and seeds and nut-and-
seed butters' are nutrit ionally com-
parable to meat or the currently
acceptable meat alternatives other
than peanut butter-cheese, eggs,
and cooked dry peas or  beans." -
Education Week, vol. V, No. 16.
December 18,  1985.  Repr inted by
permiss ion.

Good Ideas

T e sch e r- S t u d e nt (.lo mm a nicst io n
Thrcugh s "Hotline"

"To counter the impersonol ef-
fects of the lorge lecture class, one
physiology professor at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Lincoln has
lurned to an unlikely source-the
telep ho ne- onswering msc h ine.

"When students in  F.  L.  Pardi 's
human physiology class have ques-
tions about the course, they can
call a number in the biology
department and leave messages on
the machine. They can ask about
anyth ing-examinat ions,  labora-
tory work, assignments, or course
policy.

"He listens to the messages each
morning.  l f  s tudents ask h im to
return their calls, he does. Other-
wise, he answers questions before
his lecture in a three- to five-
minute report called 'News from
t h e H o t l i n e . ' . . .

"The hotl ine. which received be-
tween 7 and 12 calls a day, has
reduced the traffic in his office,
Mr. Pardi notes, and given him

more time for research. Only
about l0 percent of the messages
require call-backs, he says.

'  'Somet imes  s tuden ts  o f  f e r
anonymous crit icism, an unin-
tended benefit of the hotl ine.

" 'They wi l l  ca l l  and say,  "Slow

down, you talk too fast," or tell
me that the exams are oassed out
too s lowly, '  he says.

" 'Somet imes I  get  in terest ing
jokes,  which I  repeat  to the c lass,
too.  The idea is  to  show that  I  am
recept ive to the students. ' " -The
Chronicle of Higher Educotion,
September 4,  1985.  Repr inted wi th
permission. Copyright 1985by The
Chronicle of Higher Educ'ation.

School Health Instruction
and Smoking

Almost three times as many stu-
dents who do not receive health
instruction begin smoking in the
seventh grade, compared to stu-
dents who hsve tqken such
courses, reports The Journal of
School Health. Their srudy of
more than 30,000 students in
grades 4-7 from 20 states showed
less than 8 percent of the health-
educated students were smoking,
compared with more than l2 per-
cent of a control group of seventh
graders. L!

Marketing Adventist
Higher Education

(Continued from page l2)

meetings, and youth events. Excel-
lent  qual i ty  v ideo presentat ions
can now be produced inexpensively.
It might be best to produce such
presentations in both Beta and
VHS formats to accommodate dif-
ferent equipment available aI
various locations.

Ideas for short video clips or
slide shows can include the curricu-
lum, activit ies of various college
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