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One-half of States Now Require
Teacher Tests

"More 
than one-half  of  al l  states now require some

form 0f teacher testing, according t0 a sl,ate-by-state
survey by the Educati0nal Testing Service. But anotht-:r
21 states require 0nly that teachers complete a state-
approved teachef educat,ion pfogram, il, says, antl fcw
require prosptrctivc leachcrs l0 pass a classroum per-
formanco evaluat ion."Dala 

collected 0n s[ate teacher standarrls for ]gfl4-
l9B5 show 27 states require some furm of tcacher rcsr-
ing. Sevenlcen states require a test bcft)re cnter ing
t,i:acher cducat,ion pr0grams. Prior kr certificat,ion,
teachcrs in 22 states must,  pass basic ski l ls tests,  l3
sl,al,cs fequifrr general knowledgt: cxams and 20 mandatt:
l ,csts ln subi0ct arcas. S0me statcs tcquire t0st ing in
mOre l,han one afea. I.' ive more stat,cs havc moved trr
insl i t ,ut(r  some furm of teacher test ing by 1987, ETS says."\ inctcen 

states demand a minimum gracle poinl
averagc at,  thc rromplct ion of teachcr training. Bul sur;-
ccssful evaluat,ion of classroom performance is rcquirerl
by only l l  statcs."-Fklur:at i r tn 11.S.n.,  , lunc 2, lgU6.
Rcprinted by pcrmission I'ron l'klur:atiori 11.S.A. Copy-
r ighl .  1986, Nat ional School Publ ic Relat ions Assocra-
i l 0n .

Booklet on Math
A new booklct  has [ ]een publ ishcd by lhe Nat ional

lnsl i tute ol  l lducat ion cal led "Count ing 
and Early Ari th-

mct ic l ,earning. "  ' l 'h is pamphlet draws impl ical , ions from
thc results of research rt-:lated Lo counl,inp anrl shows
Itow cuunt ing can form o 1r3515 J' , ,  l tarning af l thmetic.  lL
is beamed t0 [eachcfs of chl ldren from agcs four to eighl ,
and includes a discussion of how chi lc lrcn learn, togethcl
with sprci f ic examples of learning act iv i t les suggested by
the rcscarch. 'kr obtain thc b00klct ,  wri te to Ll .S.
Departmcnt of Educat ion, Nat ional lnst i tute of l , lc luca-
tion, Washingtorr. D(l 20208.

History Texts Evaluated
" ' l 'hc 

nat ionaI trend toward 'dumbing 
down' Lextbooks

appears t0 llave been reverscd in l tl.S. I history texts, but
they fail to provide adequate covefage for the role of
rel ig ion in American l i fe,  according t0 a new study by
People for lhe American Way."The 

study ol31 iunior and sentor high school history
texts rated 13 texts 'good to excel lent, '  12'sat isfactory, '
and six 

'poor. '
"The 'poor 

c0verage of religion is evidence that text-
book publ ishers afe st i l l  gun-shy about certain c0ntfo-
versial topics,' said Anthony Podesta, PAW president.
'Students 

aren' t ,  learning about America's r ich and
diverse religious heritage because textbook publishers

are stil l afraid of offending anyone,' Podesta said. Texr
books should offer coverage of the role of religion in
American history with0ut teaching students what to
bel ieve, he added."0f 

the 3l books sr,udied:"r 
[, ' if l,y-one pefcent d0 a goorl ;ob of coverring contf 0-

versial  per iods of American histoty,  such as the Civi l
War, Reconstruct,ion and the Great. Denrcssion.". 

Forty-five perccnt cio a goorl i(lir of intefesting
students by asking th0ught-pf0v0king quest ions.". 

Si xty-onc pef cenl offet relat,i vcly good covcrage of
women and blacks. itut a malority are weak in coveragc
rrl other minorities."- l ' ldur:at,ion 1/.S.,4., June 2, 19t]6.
Reprinted by permission from l.llucaLion l/,S,,4. Copy-
r ight 19f)6, \at iunal School Publ ic Relat ions Assocta-
t ion .

Busywork, Powerless Driving
Teachers Out

"Teachcrs 
leave theif profcssion because of lxtrlr

salar ics, por lr  working condit ions and a lack of proles-
sionai prest ige, according to a survey of former teachcrs."Thc 'Metropol i tan 

Survcy of l , 'ormcr Teachcrs in
America, 'conductcd by Louis Harr is,  showed lcachers
were rewartled for leaving their carcers. Former teach-
ers carned an averagc of 190/o more in thcir  new lobs,
wi l ,h l | - r( l i r  I t r l rort , ing rr trw salar, i t rs cx0t: t rding $30,0(X).' l ' l r t r" t ,  also f( , ix) t t  m0r(r  lob sat, is l 'act ion and l t rss jol t -
frr lat(:( l  SIf(,si i ."The pr incipal complain[s of former tcachers about
thcir  previous jobs included kro much busywork, too
many non-tcaching dut ies and lack of input,  on possiblrr
improvemcnts. 0f  currenI kachers, mofe than onc-half
said [hey have contcmplatcd leaving thc profession, and
one-hurth predict  they wi l l  leave in thc ncxt,  f iv0 ycars."A  

la rge  maior i t y -78-B ' l9o  o f  teachers-sa id
nat ional standards would cnhance the teputat i0n 0f
teachefs, and a srmi lar numbcr favored having teachcrs
pass a rigorous cxam t0 teach."-i, 'dur:at,ion l/..S'.,4.,
March 24, 19f)6. Reprintcd by permission from [.lduca,
t ion t l .S.A. Copyright 1986, i \at ionalSchool l ,ubl ic Rela-
tions Association.

Teachers Spend Too Little Time
Teaching

Most teachers afe t00 burdened by other dut ies t0 d0
what they were hired t0 do-teach. Only 12 percent 0f a
teacher 's t ime is spent in actual instruct ion, according t0
Jane Stallings, director 0f the Peabody Center for Effec-
tive Teaching, at Vanderbilt University. Good manage-
ment could make certain that at least 50 percent of the
teacher's time is devoted to teaching.-Reported by
Tennessee Education, Fall, 1985. D

ADVENTIST EDUCATION . OCTOBER NOVEMBER 1986 r PAGE 23


