
Dtr,FINITION OtrA

LearningDisability
l e a r n i n g  d i s a b i l i t , y  i s
l e g a l l y  d e f i n e d  u n d e r
Llnited States Public Law
94-142 (The Bducation of

Al l  Handicapped Chi ldrcn Act of 1971-r) :
Specif ic krarning ( j isal) i l i tv moans a disorder in
0nc 0f m0fe of thc basic psychological pf(xrcsses
involvcd in understanding or in rrsing language.
spokcn or wfi t tcn. which nray manil i rst i tsclI  in
an  impef feo tab i l i t y t0  l i s t ( rn ,  th ink ,  spcak ,  wr i te ,
sp0l l .  or do mathemalical calculat, ions. Th0 term
includcs such condit ions as pcrccplual handi-
0aps. brain injury, mininal brain dvslLrncl, i0n,
dyslt :xia, and dcvclolrnrental aphasia. Th0 lerm
docs nol, applv L0 chi ldren who havc l0arning
yu'ohk:ms which ar0 primaf i ly t ,he rcsult of vis-
ual,  hcal ing. ol of t :nvironmcnl.al,  cultural,  0r
errrnonric disadvantagtr.

[ , 'unct ional ly,  a specif  ic learning dis-
abi l i ty is character ized by low achieve-
ment in rclation t0 potential or apti-
tudc. l t  is indicated when a severe
discrepancy between achicvcment and
cognit , ive abi l i ty is ident i f ied in al l  or
somc of the following areas of per-
formance:

oral  expression
visual percept,ion
I isten ing comprehension
basic reading ski l ls
rcading comprehension
written expression
mathemat, ics computat ion/calcu-

lation
mathcmatic rcasoning

Characteristics of the
Learning Disabled
O RAI, F]XP RE SSIV T] P ROf] I,E M S

difficulty with oohefent speech
poorly organized speech
omissions, subst i tut i0ns, delet ions,

inseftions etc.
incorrect prononciations

RT) AD I N G / SP E LL I N G PROBI,E M S
difficulty with reading from printed

page

M AT H I.] M AT I CS CA I,CI ] LAT ION S
difficulty with computations
transposals, revcrsals, and substi-

tutions
directional difficulty
abi l i ty to adi l  and mult iply,  but

inabi l i ty to subtract,  and divide
difficulty with grasping mathemat-

ical concepts

ATIDITO RY P E RCE P\'ION PROB I,E M S
d i f t i c u l l y  i n  l i s l e n i n g  c o m p r e -

hension
easily distracted
bothmcd by background noises
trouble with fol lowing oral  direc-

t,ions
poof attcntion span
appears bored and unmotivated
dif f icul ty repeat ing and remember-

ing what is hcard
confuses similar sounds

FINE MOTOR PR)BL,I|MS
dif f icul ty with wri t ing legibly
small or extra large, cramped hand-

wri t ing
dif f icul t ics putt ing together a puzzle

O R(;AN \ZAT IO N AL P ROB LE M S
difficulty completing work
confused about time and space-

often extra late or early
mixes up r ight and lef t ,  up and

down, yesterday and tomorrow
slow in task attack, task completion
appeafs not to be prepared-lacks

pens, notebooks, etc.

VISUAL PE RCE PT ION P ROB I.E M S
difficulty with reversals, transposi-

tions, inversions, substitutions, omis-
sions

difficulty with figure/ground
directionality problems tr
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errat ic spel l ing
problems with fol lowing directions
confused by crowded page of print
lack of comprehension when reading
problems with sound-symbol rcla-

tionships
tracking difficulties
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