
GOALS OF THE

UNDERGTTADUATE
EXPERIENCE:

A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
h a t  s e t s  C h r i s t i a n
educat ion apart  f rom
educat ion in  a secular
s c t t i n g ?  T h e  m o s t

obvious response would be thc
study of  rc l ig ion.  But  th is  is  not  the
whole answer.  Many secularr  uni -
ve ' rs i t ies have.  dc.par tments that
teach re l ig ious h is tory ancl  phi -
losophy.  Chr is t ian ec luct r t ion goes
beyond mere d iscussion to in tegra-
t i o n .  I t  s e e k s  t o  t r c h i e v e  " t h e

harmoniclus c-levelopmerrt of the
physical ,  the mental ,  and the spi r i -
tual  powers." r

Accompl ish ing that  harmcln ious
c leve lopmen t  i n  t he  ec luca t i ona l
c l i r . r rate o i  thc.  la te-20th cetntury
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rec lu i res  Ch r i s t i an  educa to rs  t o
reexamine the goals of  the under-
graduate exper ience.

It often seems that today's career-
dr iven students would rather  be
credent ia lc .d than eclucated.  In  an
era of  in fc l rmat ion explos ion,  many
students demancl  t ra in ing to ac-
r l t r i r e  sp t ' c i f i e ,  sa lab le  j ob  sk i l l s .

The information explclsion has
I t ' d  s tuden ts  t t r  be l i ev t '  t he  on l y
way to deal  wi th the wor ld is  to
segmen t  i t .  Ch r i s t i an  educa to rs
must  combat  th is  narrow v iew.  To
help students achic-ve in tegr t r t ion
a n d  h . t r m o r t i o u s  d t ' v e l t l p m t ' n t ,
ec lucat ion must  f i rs t  show them
how to process in format ion.

The educator  must  then demon-
strate ways to in tegrate d isparate
bi ts  and p ieces of  in format ion in to a
harmonious whole.

And f ina l ly ,  educators must  re-
spond  to  s tuden t  demands  fo r
career  t ra in ing.  The'y  must  not  l imi t
thei r  teaching to prov id ing salable
job sk i l ls ,  but  rather  must  teach
students to apply a broad base of
information to real-l i fe situations.

Processing Information
In  order  to cope wi th the explo-

s ion of  knowleclge in  a lmost  every
f ie lc l  o f  human endeavor,  we must
develop ways of  processing in for-
mat ion that  keep i t  f rom becoming
unmanageable.  ln format ion sys-
tems-and people-are vulnerable
to informaticln overload. If eclr-rca-
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tors do not rethink their ohilos-
ophy on d isseminat ing fa i ts ,  the
day may come when educational
systems become so swamped wi th
knowledge that students are ex-
posed to confusing, perhaps almost
random bi ts  of  the tota l  sum of
knowledge.

Unless we find new ways of deal-
ing with the information overload,
the very means of collecting, pro-
cessing,  s tor ing,  and d isseminat ing
in fo rma t i on  w i l l  l i ke l y  become
clogged.

Educat ional  systems must  con-
cern themselves wi th ecclnomy of
learn ine.  The increased amounts of
information available and the ac-
celerat ing changes in society wi l l
also recluire a greart deal of learning
to be squeezed into a l imi ted t ime.
We need to f ind ways to in tegrate
h u m a n  a r t d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n s t r u c -
t i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  W e  m u s t
synthesize comp)ex fidds of inft>r-
mation whilc' freeing stuclents from
tasks at  which they are re lat ive ly
inef f ic ient ,  such as stor ing and re-
trieving infclrmation.

Change is  occurr ing at  an accel -
erated oace.  Even thc r rafurc c l f
change is  char-rg ing.  New krrowl-
edge does not  mcrc lv  pr i le  on top o i
cllcl knowleclce. lt rrlft 'rs the olcl

To help students
achieve integration
and harmonious
development, educa-
tion must first show
them how to process
information.

also because machines now dcr
tasks that  were not  feasib le us ine
people power.  Increasingly ,  the
learn ing one acquires at  c lne sta2;e
of l i fe wil l l ikely prove inadequate
for  a la ter  s tage.  Because of  th is ,
educat ion must  prov ide young c i t -
izens wi th the necessary learn ing
ski l ls  to  deal  wi th learn ing s i tua-
tions all through their l i fetimes.

lntegrating Facts
C)rganizat ic ln of  knowleclge is

becoming as important  as facts.  We
cannot  re ly  on learners to supply
thei r  own organizat ic l r - r .  Schools
must  teach stuc lents how to c l ; rs-
s i l 'y  kntrwlet l  ge,  w h i le  encou r . tg ing
f lex ib i l i tv  and crcat ivc th ink ing.

Undergraduate education must
emphas i ze  the  deve lopmen t  o f
learn ing sk i l ls .  The informat ion
exp los ion  and  the  acce le ra t i ng
pace of change may militate against
colleges being able to transmit all
necessary facts.

Schools must seek to develon
b road l y  educa ted  spec ia l i s t s .  The
high level  of  technology that  soci -
ety  wi l l  a t ta in in  the next  few
d e c a d e s  w i l l  r e c r u i r e  t e c h n i c a l
t ra in ing of  many c i t izens.  Deci -
sions in business, education, and
g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  d e m a n d  b o t h
technical  knowledge and a grasp of
the "b ig p ic ture."  The wor ld 's  in-
creasing population density, the
complexi ty  of  society and technol-
ogy, the speed of communication,
and  the  i n t r i ca te  o rg ; - rn i za t i ona l
patterns of modern institutions wil l
reoui re broadlv educated c i t izens.

Educat ion must  a lsc ' r  emphasize
human relatirrrr.s. ln a verv real
sens() ,  modern com mu n ic . r  t  ion anr l
transportation havc crc;rtecl a glcl-
bal  communi ty .  Communicat ions
sate l l i tes i l lust rate dramat ica l ly  the
p-rclssibil i t ies of irrstantalneous trans-
miss ion of  events ancl  ideas.  The
"town mcct ins of  the wor ld"  is  a
real i tv .

Applying lnformation to
Real-Life Situations

Schools ancl colleges shor.rlcl pro-
g ress i ve l v  i nvo l ve  t he i r  s tuden ts  i n
m.rk ing c iec is ions about  thei r  ec lu-
ca t i o r r . i l  p rog r i l n l s ,  so  t h . r t  u l t i -
nrate lv  each le. r rner  contro ls  h is  or
her  o ivr r  ec l r - rcat iorr .  Le. ' r r r r in ! :  rv i l l
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knowle.dgc. A
person's  job
chtrnges not
only because a
mach ine  can
he lp  h im  do
the work
faster, but
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no longer be l imited to a particu-
lar t ime or place but wil l become a
I i fe long process.  Therefore,  each
person must have, in addition to
learning skil ls, the abil ity to recog-
nize and plan for his or her own
learning n-eeds.

A n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  t h a t
makes  cho i ces  fo r  i t s  s tuden ts
wi thout  involv ing them in the de-
c is ion-making process wi l l  prob-
ab l y  p roduce  doc i l e ,  i ndec i s i ve
robots.  Every human being must
learn to make decis ions;  the most
logical  s tar t ing point  for  th is  is  an
eclucatior.ral prclgram.

Educut ic ln must  prov ide a way
for  ind iv icJuals to d iscover  purpose
in  t he i r  l i ves .  Many  o f  t he  t r ad i -
tiorr;rl influences that shaped peo-
p le ' s  l i ves  have  l ess  impac t  on
socicty  today.  For  example,  the
fami lv 's  in f luence has d imin ished
because d i f ferent  generat ions of ten
l ive far  apar t ,  and because mar i ta l
re lat ionships have bec.n rc .c lc . f ined.
The church is  exper iencing grow-
ing (or  in  some areas,  shr ink ing)
pains.  In  the future,  work may not
be as powerfu l  a  contro l l ing force in
people 's  l ives,  as shor ter  wcl rk ing
hours and nontradi t ional  lc lcat ions
for  doing work become more com-
nton.

To remedy these losscs in guid-
ancc, pc'ople wil l have to depend
mt r re  he . r v i l y  on  the i r  i nne r  re -
sources.  Their  purpose in l i fe  wi l l
be '  mclre near lv  a Droduct  of  thei r
own efforts than of traditional influ-
ences. As a result, they wil l have to
Iearn new ways of  in tegrat ing the
v a l u e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f a m i l v .
chu rch ,  a r rd  wo rk  i n to  t he i r  l i ves .

Educa t i on  mus t  he lp  peop le
learn to break down the dichotomv
be tween  work  and  p lay .  I n  o rde r  t L
accomplish their goals, educated
Dersons wi l l  have to see work and
play as part of a total l i fe plan; work
wi l l  be p lay because i t  is  enjoyable
and challenging; play wil l be work
because i t  is  meaningfu l  rather
than  s imp ly  t ime  consuming .

Shortened work hours and in-
creased leisure time must be consid-

e red  i n  cons t ruc t i ng  one ' s  l i f e
plan. Escaping from work merely to
have more time to fi l l  with enter-
tainment is neither constructive
nor satisfying.

Socia l  and Phi losophical
lmplications

In addition to helping people
learn to process,  in tegrate,  and
apply information, education must
help them to develop appropriate
attitudes.

Society, that faceless monolith
that is really us, forces patterns of
behavior  that  are in imical  to  ind i -
v idual  development .  Discr imina-
tion, whether based on race or on
tradition, is sti l l  wrong. The woman
who is discouraged from entering a
male-dominated occupat ion is  as
surely a victim of discrimination as
is the black or Hispanic trying to
enter  a whi te-dominated profes-
s ion.  Society a lso loses,  s ince i t  may
be depr ived of  the benef i t  o f  the
excluded person's  best  ta lents.

The educat ional  system can help
overcome discrimination bv pre-
pa r i ng  i nd i v i dua l s  t o  rea l i ze  t he i r
potential. However, it must alscr
help society to accept  the best  of
each  i nd i v i dua l .

Developing an Educational
Phi losophy

All teaching is base'd on some
kind of  phi losophy a set  of  as-
s u m p t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  w h i c h ,
whether  consciously  thought  out
or not, influence the teacher's rclle
in the c lassroom. A phi losophy of
educaticln is important because it
de te rm ines  wha t  t ex tbooks  we
select ,  how we st ructure our  cur-
r i cu lum,  and  how we  re la te  t o
students.

.  Acco rd ing  to  one  though t fu l
opserver:

At present,  opin ion is  d iv ided about the sub-
ject  of  educat ion.  People do not  a l l  take the
same posi t ion about what should be learned
by  t he  young  whe the r  t he i r  s t ud ies
should be mainlv dedicated to the inte l lect
or  to moral  char icter .

While that might sound like a
comment from the editorial page of
a recent newspaper, it came from a
work tit led Polit ics, written by the
Greek phi losopher Ar is tot le  300
years before Christ. Obviously, the
exact role of the school in develop-

ing the child has long been in a
subject of debate.

Ch r i s t i an  schoo l s  sha re  w i th
secular institutions a commitment
to teach the three "R's"-reading,
' r i t ing,  and ' r i thmet ic .  However,
Christian education has a broader
and higher aim than simply to pro-
vide facts. It also addresses such
educational goals as respect, resp()n-
sibility, and relationship skills.

Reactions to recent reDorts on
the  dep lo rab le  s ta te  o f  Amer i can
e d u c a f i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  t h e
po ten t i a l  f o r  unde rm in ing  a  com-
mitment to the harmonicrus devel-
o p m e n t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  p e r s c l n .
Unless we read carefully the recent
rack of excellence reports, we may
mistakenly assume that  they urge
schools to get back to reading, writ-
ing,  and ar i thmet ic ,  and forget  a l l
o ther  areas of  develooment .  How-
ever, these reports dcl express an
unde r l y i ng  commi tmen t  t o  t he
concept  of  deve- loping the whole
pers0n.

Conclusion
Shaping the future may be thc

most important role for leaders in
the educat ional  enterpr isc dur ing
the rest  of  th is  ccntury.  Imaginat ive
plarrn ing and v igorous act ion are
imoerat ive to mainta in . r  v iable
educat ional  system in th is  era of
in format ion explos ion.  The'  Se.v-
en th -day  Adven t i s t  Chu rch  mus t
have an educat ional  system shape'd
in a purpclsefuI  manner,  or  i t  wi l l ,
by default, be shaped by acciclent,
tradition, or the randclm forces of
the envi ronment .

Seventh-day Advent is t  schools
must continue their commitment
to the spiritual, social, physical, and
moral  growth of  s tudents as wel l
as thei r  in te l lectual  development .
Our educat ional  system must  s im-
ilarly commit itself to the develop-
ment  of  s tudents who have a sense
o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  w h o  r e s p e c t
themselves and others, and who
can re late ef fect ive ly  to other  peo-
ole and to societv.  We must  never
i b a n d o n  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
these important "R's." !

REFERENCE

I El len C. \Nhi te,  Educat iorr  (Mountain
View, Cal i f . :  Paci f ic  Press Publ ishing Assn. ,
1903 ) ,  p . 13 .

ADVEN'l- lS'f  E,DLIC,\TION o ()(] ' f ()RER'NOVE,MBER lOt37 o PAGF, : l !)


	Text12: Picture removed
	Text13:           
	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: Picture removed


