
PUTTING SPICE
INTO COLLEGE TEACHING

By Lester E. Harris, Jr.

f ter  41 years of  teaching
mostly biology, but alsc'r
chemistry, physics, and
woodworking on every

level  f rom preschool  ( for  genius
k ids  o f  we . r l t hy  f am i l i es  i n  r  n t rn -
SDA pr ivate school)  through SDA
e l e m e n t a r y ,  a c a d e m y ,  c o l l e g e ,
g radua te  schc lo l ,  and  semina ry
with stop-offs in public high school
(where only 5 percent  of  the 50 per-
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cent  b lack populat ion could read a
textbook)  and a prest ig ious publ ic
univers i ty ,  I  have developed some
ideas about making college classes
a  l i ve l y  l ea rn ing ,  expe r i ence .

Spacc .  l im i t a t i ons  p reven t  my
discussing team teaching,  labora-
tory demonstration techniclues, or
count less other  innovat ive ideas.
Since lecture is  probably the most
common (and potent ia l ly  the mclst
deadly)  teaching technic lue in  col -
l ege  c lasses ,  I  w i l l  con f i ne  my
suggestions to ideas for making lec-
tures it l ively learnin1i experience
for students.

First a generalization or two. No
teacher can meet the needs of all of
h is  or  her  s tudents a l l  the t ime.
Personality and temperament dif-
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ferences between students and
teacher ensure that a few students
will react negatively to even the
best of teachers. In fact, if you do
please a l l  o f  your  s tudents,  perhaps
you are too ingratiating and are not
teaching all of the material you
ought to be covering in sufficient
depth.

Surveys of teacher-student rela-
tionships have repeatedly shown
that one student's favorite teacher
i l ano the r  s tuden t ' s  l eas t  f avo r i t e .

Any subject can be
made a lively learning
experrcnce.

of his specialty displays not his
learning, but his failure to under-
stand his students. Teachers who
use such methods s low down the
learning process of 90 percent of

College students always manage to
ask the kinds of questions that wil l
rapidly uncover your stupidity if
you come to class unprepared.

In today's era of specialization
the classical areas of knowledge
have  been  subd i v i ded  so  tha t  we
no longer have an English teacher
but a Shakespearean, a Chaucerian,
or a l inguist. Instead of biologists
w e  h a v e  h y m e n o p t e r a n  c a r d i a c
phys io log i s t s  (who  s tudy  bees '
h e a r t s )  a n d  i m m u n o l o g i s t s -
ne i t he r  o f  whc lm  can  answer  t he
simple question, "What plant is
th is?"  or  " ls  th is  bus a termi te?"

These are important questions
that come to biology departments
al l  the t ime.  A student 's  l i t t le  s is ter
may have swal lowed the seeds of
some weed. Identif ication of the
plant  could help guarantee the
child's welfare.

Detailed knowledge of a spe-
cialty in any of the classical f ields is,
of course, worthwhile. However,
the broad knowledge of a general-
is t  is  s t i l l  essent ia l  to  c lass d iscus-
s ions  i n  t he  a r t s  and  sc iences .
Teachers pursuing advanced edu-
cation should combine majors and
minors so that they wil l be knowl-
edg ,eab le  . r bou t  as  many  a reas  i n
the i r  f i e l d  as  poss ib le .

Master ing one's  subject  does not
end with the obtaining of degrees.
It is a lifetime effort.

Only yesterday, I learned that
screech owls in Texas catch deli-
cate l itt le worm snakes at night and
release them in their tree-hole nests
to feed on the larvae of the various
owl parasites l iving there. As many
as 17 worm snakes have been found
in the bottom laver of debris of a
single owl's nest! A direct correlation
exists  between the the heal th and
surv ival  of  young owls and the
presence of worm snakes in the
nest .

Think of the teaching possibil i-
t ies of  th is  one anecdote l  Is  the
screech owl's behavior innate or
learned? If learned, how did it come
a b o u t ?  I f  i n n a t e ,  h o w  d o e s  a
sc reech  ow l  recogn i ze  a  wo rm
snake? More important, how does
the owl know that of all the species
o f  sma l l  snakes  c raw l i ng  a round  a t
night in the owl's environment, the
worm snake is the onlv one that
feeds a lmost  ent i re ly  on subterra-
nean insect larvae? How does the

However, a good job of pedagogy
will invariably take care of teacher-
student  personal i ty  d i f ferences.
Under a good teacher, even the
poorest  or  most  turned-of f  s tu-
dents wil l have learned something
-p robab l y  a  l o t  more  than  they
rea l i zed  a t  t he  t ime !

Another  educat ional  ax iom is
that the best teacher is the one with
integrity and a strong character.
Every student  knows what  the
teacher stands for. A teacher with
integrity inspires trust.

A third truth is that a teacher
must never "talk down" to his or
her siudents. Young people always
recognize this characteristic, and
invariably resent it. The teacher
who insists on talking in the jargon
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t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  b o r e  t h e i r
brightest students to tears.

Any subject can be made a l ively
learning experience. Though I am a
scientist, the best remembered and
most exciting teacher I ever had
w a s  m y  h i g h  s c h o o l  E n g l i s h
teacher. Although she was excru-
ciatingly tough and demanding, I
have reaped the benefits of that
discipline many times over. I can
read literature with pleasure and
write with correct English usage.

Know Your Subject
The f i rs t  and most  important

step in  making any col lege c lass a
delight to the student is to know
your subject. You cannot fake it.
You either know it or you don't.



bird handle the snake in order to
transport it to its nest unharmed?

A reservoir of such anecdotes
may be acquired through broad
and continuous reading through-
out  the teacher 's  l i fe t ime.  Such
il lustrations, drawn both from the
teacher's maf or f ield and from other
disciplines, wil l help students un-
derstand diff icult concepts more
clear ly .

Live Your Subject
Another  way teachers can make

col lege c lasses l ive ly  for  s tudents is
to have " l ived" the subject .  An
American literature teacher must
have stood on the banks of  Walden
Pond,  and v is i ted the homes of
Longfellow, Lowell, Eme-rson, and
other  l i terary greats.  He or  she
must  have seen the or ig inal  works
of Poe, Holmes. and clther famous
Americarn writers.

Likewise, the teacher of Enlalish
l i terature must  have v is i ted Strat -
ford-on-Avon and Baker Street ,
Lc lndon .  No  Ame ' r i can  h i s to rv
te . t che r  cou ld  cons ide r  h i s  t , du ta -
t i on  comp le te  un less  he 'has  spen t
t ime in Washington,  D.C. ,  Mount
Vc' rnon,  Phi ladelphia,  Wi l l iams-
burg, Valley Forge, and Bunker Hil l.
A Cal i forn ia h is tory teacher shoulc l
have v is i tec l  the o ld Spanish mis-
s ions and presid ios.

The b io iogy teacher must  havr :
v is i tcd Woods Hole or  Scr ipp 's  I r r -
stitute of Ocear-rography, the Mis-
sour i  Botanical  Carden at  St .  Louis,
the Smithsonian Nat ional  Museum
of Natura l  History,  the Amer ican
Museum of  Natura l  Historv in  New
York  C i t y ,  o r  Wa l l a  Wa l l a  Co l l ege ' s
s u p e r b  f i e l d  s t a t i o n  o n  P u g e t
Sound .  The  l abo ra to rv -o r i en ted
bio log,y teacher must  h. ive been tcr
the Nat ional  Inst i tu tes of  Heal th,
the Salk Inst i tu te,  or  one of  the
large university research centers.

Another  way to l ive your  subject
is to attend lectures by the l iving
greats in your field. Take your copy
of the lecturer's classic text to the
m e e t i n g  t o  b e  a u t o g r a p h e d
either before or after the address.
This wil l allow you to at least shake
hands and say hello to this famous
person.

When I was stationed at Fort Dix,
New Jersey, during World War II, I
recalled that Albert Einstein l ived
at Princeton, not far away. I took

remembered as a good

the train to Princeton. looked up
h i s  s t ree t  add ress ,  and  wa lked  to
his home. Knocking on the door, I
was greeted by the 5;reat man's
wife, who graciously ushered me
into the presence of Dr. Einstein.
He looked up quizz ical ly  f rom
reading his newspaper. I hurriedly
explained that I simply had to meet
him whi le  I  had the opportuni ty .

I was cluite overwhelmed by my
own  . rudac i t y  and  h i s  impress i ve
presence. However, he instantly
put  me at  ease and we chat ted fc l r  a

Teachers who
genuinely love and
respect their students
irrespective of color,
race, background, sex,
intelligence, or any
other factor will find
that they are always

teacher,

few minutes.  I  le f t  walk ins at  least
f ou r  f ee t  o f f  t he  g round .  The  exh i l a -
ra t i on  o f  t ha t  v i s i t  has  l i vened
many c lass d iscussions of  re lat iv i ty .

O f  cou rse ,  such  i l l us t ra t i ons
must be used strictly in the frame-
work of  i l luminat ing the accom-
p l i shmen ts  o f  f amous  pe rsons .
S tuden ts  qu i ck l y  recogn i ze  n rme-
dropping for  what  i t  is -a s ign of
personal pride.

Pe rsona l  anecdo tes  f r om the
lives of past greats can make his-
tory come alive in the classroom. A
teacher wi th act ing abi l i ty  may
even dress up and play-act skil ls
from famous persons'l ives. Visual
images of the person responsible
for a concept make that idea un-
fo rge t tab le .  S tuden ts  s tudy ing
microbes wil l long remember the
picture of Paul Ehrlich sitt ing with
a wealthy old German dowager l is-
tening to h is  every word af ter
everyone else at the banquet table

had fled or fainted when he spoke
the word syphi t is .

Reading the good biographies
and autobiographies in one's field
enhances the teacher's apprecia-
tion of how his or her field achieved
its present state of sophistication,
and  p rov ides  many  i n te res t i ng
moments in the classrclom.

Use of Anecdotes
The th i rd way to make c lasses

exciting is really a derivation of the
first two the use clf anecdotes to
increase student  in terest  in  the
subject .  Anecdotes must  never  be
used as an end in themselves.  The.y
must  a lways support ,  emphasize,
or  bet ter  reveal  the topic  at  hand.

St 'v t ' ra l  weeks ago a nu1ng1,r  1yf
former students held a surpr ise
ret i rement  par tv  for  me.  Leonard
Cooper, a itucllnt I rememberecl
well but hadn't seen for 31 years,
walked up to me and said,  "Upupa

epops.// Those words were part of
an anecdote I told many yeitrs ago
in our discussiorr clf the Linnaean
classi f icat ion of  p lants and animals.
In at tempt ing to emphasize the
genus ancl  spccies categr t r ies,  I
used the Lat in  term for  a smal l
Sotrth American bird, Upupa tt1tops,
which was so named because i t
bounces tlr pops up and down like
a sandpiper .

Over the years,  many of  my i l lus-
t rat ive anecdotes have come back
to me surprisingly intact through
the mouths of ministers, strangers,
and sons and daughters of former
students. Through anecdotes a lec-
ture takes on meaning and per-
manence-it l ives. Jesus constantly
used anecdotes in His teachinp;. We
have been using His i l lustrations
ever since He first told them. The
lecture without anecdotes is drv
stuff indeed.

Gimmicks and Sparkle
A fourth component of the l ively

lecture is the use of gimmicks, that
is, "show and tell" objects that help
get a point across.

I once went to the Smithsonian
Continued on page 36
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The best teacher is one with integrity and a
strong character.



BOOK REVIEWS
Continued from page 26

horses, one can truly appreciate the
commi tmen t  and  ded i ca t i on  o {
those early ministers of the gospel.

The question of bearing arms
and  the  " sp l i t "  t ha t  has  rece i ved
attention in recent years are not
i gno red .  V .  A .  She l kov  and  h i s  f o l -
lowers come under the spotlight.
E v e n  t h o u g h  c h u r c h  d o c t r i n e
p layed  l i t t l e  o r  no  ro le  i n  t he
s c h i s m ,  t h e  w o u n d  w a s  p r o -
nounced. Only after regular visits
by the author (beginning in 1969),
and by other church leaders, did
healing begin to take place.

Adacntists in Russin is neatlv oack-
aged ,  bu t  t he  add i t i on  o f  some  pho -
tographS would have enhanced i ts
appeal. Unfortunately, the book is
marred by some technical errors.
Along with some misspell ings, the
introduction of a new word, ispraf-
n i k ,  on  pag ,e  59 ,  w i t hou t  g i v i ng  a
definit ion left this reviewer search-
ing for a Russian dictionary, which
was not readily available.

Al l  159 pages of  the book make
interesting reading. The author's
sense of  humor and use of  anec-
dotes enliven that interest. How-
ever, this first published work on
the subject, while enlightening and
educat ional ,  merely  s t i rs  the appe-
tite for a more encompassing; tome.
When one realizes the number of
ethnic and religious groups, espe-
cially non-Christian, and those of
atheistic bent that populate this
vast region of the world, the gospel
chal lenge becomes even more im-
perative. If the glasfnosf atmosphere
continues, perhaps a more defini-
t ive work wil l be forthcoming.-
Charles B. Hirsch.

Dr. Charles B. Hirsch touxht histttty ort tht,
ct'//,'tt' /,r't '1, atnl stnt'd os u,ttrll dirtclori,{ duta
t iot t  lor  lht  S:otnt l t . ' lau Adutt t l is t  Cl turrh.  Al  thr
titru: of his retirement, ht,tLtLts a Gcneral Cttnft:.ranct
Vicc- l ' r ts i t ln t l .  Ht  u,r i t *  f  rom Lt tntn L inda.  Cnl i
fornia.

Mary Paxton Burks,  RE-
Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R
CERTIFICATION. Chicago:
The University of Chicago
Press, 1987, 237 pages,
s29.95.
"Can you tell me the credential
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requirements for Virginia?" Jane
asked.

That call came the dav I received
Rcqu i r cncn fs  f o r  Cc r t i f i cn t i on  t o
review. Such timing enables one to
appear to be "with it."

If you want to be knowledgeable
about  cer t i f icat ion requi rements,
this is an excellent reference. Un-
fortunately, it 's l ike "Cliffs Notes"
compared with ENGL 342-Shake-
sDeare.

For a quick overview, the book
does wel l .  I t  out l ines each state 's
requirements for school personnel,
e.g.and ar t ic les.

Cetting back to Jane, I told her
that  she should be able to set  a
V i r g i n i a  t e a c h i n g  c r e d e n t i a l .
"Should?" The reouirements seem
clear after the first one listed. It says,". . . satisfy the requirements of Vir-
ginia's Beginning Teacher Assist-
ance Program (BTAP), which is a
program requiring the demonstra-
tion of levels of acceptable perfor-
mance in certain teaching compe-
tencies."  Sounds interest ing,  but
wha t  a re  t hey?  No ,  no t  t he  NTE no r
t rad i t i ona l  educa t i on  cou rses -
thev're also required.

The book does provide an ap-
pendix wi th the addresses of  each
state department of education so
one can wr i te  and set  the deta i ls .
However, the "now" generation
might have been better served if
the appendix had a lso provided the
telephone nu, elementary teachers,
secondary teachers with specific
majors, administrators, media spe-
c ia l i s t s ,  schoo l  psycho log i s t s ,  e t
cetera. It doesn't provide bon mots
to enliven a conversation, and it
lacks a plot. However, it is true to
its t it le, which can't always be said
of  some books mbers.

The book's binding and paper do
not guarantee a long shelf l i fe, but
that's no problem because to keep
"with it" one would have to get an
updated edition every year. This
might bother the treasurer, but it is
the way to go.

This book should grace any ref-
erence shelf where questions are
likely to be raised about state cre-
dential requirements. I did find it
helpful.-Melvin Wolford. n

Dr. MeLain Wolford is Chairman of the
Department of Education at Columbia Union Col-
Iege, Takoma Park, Maryland.

PUTTING SPICE
INTO COttEGE
TEACHING
Continued from page 1.3

Nat ional  Museum of  Natura l  His-
tory to hear a lecture by Nobel Lau-
reate Dr. Ceorge Beadle. His topic
was the structure of DNA, which at
that t ime few people knew any-
thing about. Dr. Beadle met each
attendee at the door. He handed
each of us a pencif a small pad of
paper, and a package of Life Savers,
warning us not to eat the candy
until he told us to do so.

The auditorium buzzed with ex-
c i tement  and cur ios i ty .  We wai ted
through the lengthy introductions,
and finally the lecture began. All of
us fidgeted with our Life Savers
through Dr. Beadle's introductory
remarks. Finally, he told us tt l put
the penci l  through the holes in  the
centers of the packet of candies.
Three thousand of us obe.diently
d id so.

Dr. Beadle then said, "The pencil
i s  t he  co i l ed  s t rands  o f  DNA w i th in
a coat of proteins represented by
the Life Savers." How beautifully
simple and clearly i l lustrated!

"Now," he added, "you can eat
the candies." He went on to prove
and  amp l i f y  t he  c t rncep t  du r i ng  t he
rest of his lecture.

I  am cer ta in that  not  one of  those
present ever forgot that meeting.
Dr.  Beadle 's  master fu l  use of  a
gimmick made the point of the lec-
ture, and we all had fun.

Gimmicks are always simple. I
bel ieve that  i t  is  best  to  use only
one per lecture. I have used corks,
strap hinges, t ire pumps, pieces of
rope,  z ippers,  snap c lothespins,
mouse traps, and numerous other
items to make a point. The best
gimmicks are items that are familiar
to every student.

The Massachusetts Institute of
Technology,  noted for  the h igh
cal iber  of  i ts  graduates,  has an
optional physics course that uti-
l i zes  no  tex tbooks .  The  cou rse
requires students to learn sophisti-
cated concepts through the use of
simple gimmicks. Students come to
either a wet lab or a dry lab (l iquids
are used in one, but not in the



other) to do simple experiments
under the guidance of  an inst ruc-
tor.

One student  pul led another  s tu-
dent  up and down the hal l  in  a
child's wa€,on, alternatelv speeding
up and s lowing down.  The r id ing
s tuden ts  used  a  s i x - i nch  p las t i c
ru le r  t o  mec l su re  t he  l i nea r  d i s -
p lacement  of  an a i r  bubble in  a
piece of transparent tubing fi l led
w i th  co rn  o i l  and  s tap lec l  t o  t t
cu rv r ' d  sc rap  o f  wood .  A  s topw. r t ch
measured t ime.  With these s imple
tools the students were able tcr
determine the laws of  accelerat ion
so successfu l ly  that  thev could s i t
on the f loor  of  r  Boston iubw,rv car
w i th  t he i r  c t r rn  o i l  t ube  and  r - . , . ed i c t
w i t h  a  h igh  deg ree  o f  . t ccu racv  t h t '
. r r r i v . r l  t ime  a t  t he  ne r t  s t . r t i t l n .

Complex concepts can be taught
w i th  s imp le  i ns t rumer r t . r t i on .  U .s t ' -
fu l  g immicks inc lude objects the
student  would probably never  ge. t
tc l  see in  ord inary l i fe .  A pacemaker
for  a human hcar t  is  an example ' .  I
a lways  show one  op t ' r , r t i ng  t i n  an
oscilkrscope during a lecture ctn the
anatomy ar- rd physio logy of  the
human hetr r t .  Students f ind thc
soph i s t i ca tec l  hea r tbea t  mccha -
nism unforget table when they sce
a  t i ny  package  o f  t ech r ro logy  tha t
once kept  someone a l ive.

Twenty- f ive years ago I  gave a
chapel  ta lk  at  Columbia Union Col-
lege-  on the marvelous mechanisms
with in a cel l . l  ca l led mv ta lk  "What

Makes  Je l l o  J i gg l t ' ? "  As  a  p rop ,  I
used a large molded mass of  red
Jel lo  on a d inner  p late.  I  held thc '
p late in  my outst retched hand as I
ta lked.  Every eye was r iveted on
that  p late for  the ent i re 30 minutes
as the Jel lo  j igg led both voluntar i ly
and  i nvo lun t . r r i l y .  More  peop le  -
f r o m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o n  d o w n
-have reminded me of  that  lecture
than  any  o the r  I ' ve  eve r  g i ven .

I  once stuck a penny and a nai l  in
two s lots  cut  in  a lemon to i l lust rate
how a battery works for a high
schoo l  phvs i cs  c l ass .  Touch ing  my
tongue to the two electrodes pro-
duced a mi ld e lect r ica l  shoik.  t
passed around a bag of  lemons
w i th  some  penn ies  and  na i l s .  A l l  o f
the students successfullv tried the
expe r imen t .

"Now," I toid them, "if I have
any mild to strong acid or base
c o n d i t i o n  a n d  t w o  d i s s i m i l a r

metals  I  could make a bat terv."
S ince  the  schoo l  was  i n  a  ru ra la rea  I
suggested that even a manure pile
wou ld  make  a  good  ba t te rv .  The
s tuden ts  gu f fawed  l oud l v  an i  cha l -
l enged  me  to  p r t r ve  i t .

The pr inc ipal  heard about  mv
remark .  Be ing  a  somewha t  skep t i -
ca l  pe rson  and  wan t i ng  t o  see
whether  I  knew what  I  was ta lk ing
abou t ,  he  t r f f e red  t t r  l e t  t he  who le
c lass go to h is  nearbv farm where
he had p lentv c l f  manure.

enjoy a c lass and have a r ich learn-
ing exper ience,  he or  she must  feel
at  ease.  From the f i rs t  c lass ner iod
the  s tuden ts  need  to  know e r . r c t l i
wh . r t  t he  t eache r  expec ts .  t l t rw  w i l l
the textbook be used? Wi l l  exarns
cover in format ic ln in  each chaoter
( ) r  i us t  t he  t e . r ch t ' r ' s  l ec tu re l  Mus t
the student  know the deta i ls  of  the
anecdotes and i l lust rat ic tns use 'c l  bv
the  i ns t  r uc to r  i

Whatever  the methods used,  thr .
s tuden t  mus t  unde rs tand  then r .

A teacher must never "talk down" to his or
her students.

I  gathered my g immicks:  some
hookup wire,  a four-sc luare- foot
p iece 'of  lead,  an o ld copper ket t le ,  a
smal l  t ransis tor  radic l ,  ancl  a mul-
t imetcr .  Wherr  we arr ived at  the
farm l  was del ighted to f inc l  a  cal f
s t a l l  w i t h  a  t w o - f o o t  l a v e r  o f
m( lnL t r c  t ho rough l v  pack t ' d  t l own
and  h igh l y  od i f e rous .

We bur ied the two e lcct rodes at
o p p o s i t e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s t a l l  a n d
checked the- wires for proper prol.rr-
i ty  wi th the meter .  Thc 'n we hooked
u p  t h e  w i r e s  t o  t h e  r a d i o  a n d
turned i t  on.  Eure.kal  I t  worked-
loud a lnd st rong.  The c lass bnrke
into cheers,  ancl  the pr inc ipal  re-
marked humorctus ly  that  mavbe he
c r r r r l ( l  m . ,1 *  s ( )me  m( )nev  F rom h i s"mus i ra l  

mJn r l r c . "  Howeve r ,  t he
electronic  pr i r rc ip les my stuc lents
learned f rom that  manurL.  p i le  wi l l
r e m a i n  w i t h  t h e m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r
l ive-s.

Teache rs  i n  o the r  d i sc ip l i nes
may  be  t l r i nk ing  th . r t  wh i l e  sc ienc t '
lends i tse l f  wel l  to  thc use of  e im-
m icks ,  t he i r  f i e l d  l acks  such  c ( )nven -
ie'nt props. This is not true. Small
h is tor ica l  ar t i facts or  thei r  repl icas
can be used in the teachine of  h is-
tory.  I tems associated wi th a prom-
inent writer, the time when he
l ived or  the characters in  h is  works,
or facsimiles of a writer's original
manusc r i p t s  can  be  used  as  g im-
m icks  by  t he  l i t e ra tu re  t eaCher .
There is really no l imit to what
one's imagination and a l itt le inge-
nuity can achieve.

Giving Necessary Information
In order for a student to reallv

The teacher must  not  deviate f rom
thcse  i ns t ruc t i ons  w i thou t  f o r c -
warning the.  s tude'nts.  Dr .  Aval . r ,  a
f . t m o u s  c h e n r i s t r y  p r o f e s i t , r  . r t
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t v  w h o  w a s
no ted  fo r  h i s  t c . t ch ing  t t ' chn i t l r r t ' s ,
usecl to sit on a stoctl wher.r he
rc lated an i l lust rat ive anecct t te  the
s t u d e n t s  w e r e  n o t  r e q u i r e r l  t o
know.  I  l e  s too t l  u l )  when  de l i v t ' r i ng
m . r t t ' r i . t l  t h e  s t u d t ' n t s  w e r ( ,  r L , -
c lu i red to learn.  Wherr  hc sat  on the
stool  h is  s tudcnts knew thev coukl
re lax  . r r r d  l . r y  dowr r  t he i r  penc i l s .
When  he  s too t j  up  t hey  knew h t '
meant  business.

This point  is  importarr t  in  today 's
a ren . t  when  s tuden ts  a re  e rpe r i -
enc in t  seve r r '  t ens ions  i n  t he i rac . r -
c le.mic t rnd personal  l ive.s.  Students
dr:servc .r settled experience irr the
C I A S S T O O M .

The  t t . ache r  shou ld  spe l l  ou t
c lear ly  in  a typed handout  on thc
f i rs t  day of  c lass exact ly  how the
mechanics of  the c lass wi l l  be h. r r r -
c l led.  Test  dates and t imes when
papers ; r re due should be c lear ly
spec i f i ed .  The  more  unc t rn rm i t t t ' d
the teacher is  about  the st ructure of
the c lass,  the more unset t led the
s tuden ts  w i l l  f ee l ,  and  the  l ess
chance they wi l l  learn or  eniov the.
c lass.

Love Your Students
My last  point  is  to  love your  s tu-

dents.  Even i f  you enjoy the in te l -
lectual challenge of vour field, your
teaching efforts wil l sti l l  fall f lar if
you do not have genuine empathy
w i th  you r  s tuden ts .

One of  the most  in te l lectual lv
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competent persons I know is a mis-
erable failure as a teacher because
he cannot relate to people. He does
not want to bother to learn who his
students are or where they come
from, either l i terally or f iguratively.
To him the subject is the only
impor tan t  t h i ng .  Consequen t l y
students dislike him and learn l itt le
from his classes.

Teachers who genuinely love
and respect their students irrespec-
tive of color, race, background, sex,
intell igence, or any other factor wil l
f ind that they are always remem-
bered as a good teacher. If, in addi-
tion, a teacher makes successful
use of the other points l isted above,
he or she wil l f ind, as I have, that
parents wi l l  send thei r  ch i ldren to
his  c lassroom even to the th i rd
generationl

CONTRACTING-A
WAY TO INCREASE
STUDENT TEARNING
Continuec/ front p,tge 17

help they need.  When I  am busy
wi th others they know the.y should
look at  thei r  p ic ture contracts and
f ind something that  they can do on

their own such as work a puzzle,
color a picture, look at a book, or
feed the class pets. Using the con-
tract system, first graders become
quite independent by Christmas
break.

When students finish their con-
tracts for the day they have four
choices. They may begin the next
day's contract (You would be sur-
prised at how many want to do
that!), l isten to a story tape, read, or
work in one of the dozen or so
learning centers.

As a rule primary
students work best on
a daily contract sys-
tem while students in
grades four and above
handle a weekly con-
tract without difficulty.

Weekly Work Contracts
As a rule primary students work

best on a daily contract system
while students in srades four and
above handle a weekly contract
w i t hou t  d i f f i cu l t y .  Some jun io r
high students can handle monthly

contracts. However, I have found
that even older students find it
simpler to start with a daily con-
tract and work up to longer time
periods.

History of Contracting
Contracting as a technique for

individualizing was conceived by
Helen Parkhurst based on ideas
she g leaned f rom Edgar Swi f t ,
Frederic Burk, and Dr. Montessori.
Her ideas were first tried in Dalton,
Massachusetts in 1919. Known as
the Dalton Plan, contracting soon
f o u n d  a  p l a c e  i n  t h o u s a n d s  o f
schools arbund the world.

Popular during the 1920s, con-
tracting went out of style, not to
reemerge unti l the 1970s. Although
contracts are used at the elemen-
tary level ,  most  educat ional  re-
search in the 1980s has taken place
at the secondary or college level.

Advantage of Contracting

Contracting has many advan-
tases for both teacher and student:

For the Teacher . . .

Contracts do:
1.  Free the teacher for  more in-

dividualized time with students.
2. Allow the preparation of up-

front presentations.
3. Transfer the responsibil i ty for

learning to the student.
4. Make it easier to individualize

assignments.

-  5 .  E x p e d i t e  r e p o r t i n g  p r o c e -
oures.
Contracts do not:

1. Demand specialized training.
2.  Require expensive equipment .

For the Student. . .

Contracts:
1. Help students take responsi-

bil i ty for their own education.
2.  Enable students to regulate

their work pace.
3. Give students more choices

with timing and order of work.
4. Allow students to work inde-

pendently.
5.  Chal lenge students to seek

answers in a variety of ways.
6. Teach students to work closely

with the teacher in meeting their
objectives.

7. Help students set reachable,
yet challenging goals.

E DITORIAt Continuec/ /ronr ;r.rge I

the substantive culture that once gavcr us great art, great warriors,
great statesmen, great religious leaders, and great educators. lt dcles
implv that both home and school need to coooerate to arrest the
int-eliectual and spiritual malaise that pervades our society. P.rrents
and educators need to inspire our youth to deeply regard the values
we treasure, the l ife patterns that lead to significant l iving, and the
vision that sees beyond personal or immediate gratif ication to the
realizing of long-term and eternal objectives.

Bloom's work highlights the seriousness with which we need to
take the Christian teacher's mission in education, its tremendous
potential to shape the future for the better. To fail to see a well-
defined system of values as important and necessary to the sacred
work we share is to admit our own impoverishment, our urgent
need to be renewed in mind and spirit.

While it may be futi le to try to recover the past, we can affirm in
our modern context those eternal principles that speak to deep-
seated human need. We can captivate the imagination and passion
of our youth and inspire them to be honest, noble, responsible, and
courageous. We can work to overcome the abuse and exploitation of
our neighbors by identifying and strengthening those principles
and practices worthy of defending against accommodation or
superf ic ia l i tv . -V.S.C.
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