


f a c u l t v  m e m b e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  a s"uncondit ional 
acceptance, separating

the person from the deed," while
another  sa id ,  "We prac t icc . . .  uncond i -
t ional love and acceptance. Wc lct
t h c m  k n o r v  t h a t  r v c  l o r t '  t h c m . "  B u t
how did tcachcrs do this?

F i rs t ,  as  par t  o l  thc  l ca ln ing  pro( ' css
the facultv took t intc to l istcn to stu-
dents  and ta lk  w i th  the  m (no t  lo  thcm)
t o  h c l p  t h e  r n  d i s e  u s s  t h c i r  f r ' t ' l i n g s  a n d
actions. Tcachcrs thus cnabled stu-
dents to confront torr ics that rvcrc dif-
f icult  for thcn'r.  Thcsc conccrns misht
inc lude s t - r r ' i a l ,  t 'mot  i t - r r r  a l ,  ed  uca t  iona l ,
o r  o ther  a rcas  o f  d i f f i cu l tv .  The eu id -
an tc  o l  fe rcd  br  thc  l ca . 'h r . rs  h . i lncd
s t u d c n l s  l r ' a r n  s r , l l - t ' o n t l o l  a n d  a p -
propriatc rvzrvs of clcal ing u' i th thcir
fee l ings.

Re la t ionsh ip  Bu i ld ing

Sccond,  thc  facu l tv  sought  cvcrv
r-rpportunitv lor- inforntal and lorntal
contac t  bc tu 'ccn  bo th  s ta f l  and s tu -
dclrts tcr pructice relat ionship buikl ir tg.
Th is  inc ludcd cu l t i vz r t ing  cn thus iasrn ,
mak ing  pos i t i vc  in fo r - r la l  con tnrcn ls
such as ,  

"H i ,  
Chr is t t ' !  You k rok  so

happv todar' ,  i t  makcs rnc fccl good" or '"Thank 
vou { 'or sharing vour scat rvi th

Pcnnt, at lunchtintc. That rvas r,cr-r '
t h o u g h t f  u l  c r f  r , r u ,  r r n d  i l  r r r : r t l r '  P t ' n n r
lec l  s t ,  t t tu th  h t ' l l r . ' r ' . "  T r .u r ' l r t ' r ' s  r ru r r l r '
an cffort to cxpr-css posit i l ,c c() l l tnlcnts
th roughout  thc  schoo l  dar , .  One p l in -
c ipa l  cs t i rna tcc l  tha t  sorncc lnc  in  the
schoo l  u ,ou ld  hcar  an  cxamplc  o f  pos i -
t i vc  shar ing  cvcn '  four  to  lu 'c l t ' c
scconds l  Such pos i t i vc  in tc rac t ion  lc ts
s tuc lcn ts  know tha t  tcachcrs  gcnu inc lv
carc  a rbout  thcm.

Giving Support

The thi lcl  r .vav that tcachcrs dcrnon-
s t ra tcd  thc i r -ca l ing  u 'as  bv  g i t , i r tg  s r tp -
porl.  This occurrcd u, i thin a planncci
nc t rvork  o l ' s ta f l '  i n te rac t ion .  Each s tu -
dent 's lcarning program rvas individr-r-
a l i zed  bccausc  each tcacher  a t  sonre
time u'as involvcd rvith cvcrr, str-rdcnt.
Thc individual izcd studcnt progrants
wcre compll terizcd and sharccl rvi th
al l  staff .  Each program wils updatcd
u,cek lv .  Da i lv  spcc ia l i zed  s ta f f  mcc t -
ings and a rvccklv facultv me ct ing
focused on progressir, ,e dcvelopmcnt
for each studcnt.

T h u s  e  v e  r t  s t a f f  m e m b e r  k n c u '
u'hat rvas cxpected of each chi ld and
continual intcracticln betrveen staf f
f inc-tuned a support program for each
student. These programs addressed
t h c  n c e d s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  c h i l d -
emotional lv, social lv, phvsical lv, and
educ ational lr . ' .

Gommunication and Gonsistency
F<-rurth, genuine support f<tr staff  as

Children readilv dis-
ce77, genuine caring

f ,

Irom prercnse or
insinceritv.

u 'c l l  as  s tudents  depended on  two
I u n d a r n c n t a l  p r a c t i . . ' s  o p c r a r i n g
r v i t h i n  t  h c  s c h o t , l -  t  t t r r t r t r  t r  t t  i t ' u  t  i u n
and c'on-sl-slenc't .  Lincs of communica-
t ion rvcre alrvavs open arnd cmphasis
rvas placcd cln hclrv to hclp cach chi ld
i m p r o v c .  C o n s i s t c n c v  f o c u s e d  o n
m a i n t a i n i n g  a  u n i f o r m  a p p r o a c h
tou 'a rd  cducar t ing ,  gu id ing  s tudcn ls
th rough cor le  c t i vc  d isc ip l inc  p rocc-
durcs ,  anc l  rna in t : r in ing  cn thus ias t ic
r e l l t i o n s h i p s  t h r o u t h o u t  t h t .  s c l r o o l .

Rewarding Gompliance

F i l th ,  to  hc lp  do 'c lop  cach s tudcnt ' s
s c l f - i m a g c ,  c v c r v  s t a f f  m c m b c r
prac t iccd  re  wa rd in  g  cor r t  p l ia  n  t .  e  /  o

expec ted  behav io r - r 'ecogn iz ing  i t
' , ,erbal lv or nonverbal lv, using kind
rvords, making cl 'e contact, smil ing, or
patt ing a student on the back u, 'hi le
giving encouraging support.

Student self-cstcem rvas enhanced
bv teachers' taking t ime to social ize
int 'ornul lv with thent- invit ing them
home,  tak ing  them camping ,  hav ing
lunch rvith thcn'r,  or lust passing thc
t ime of dav rvhcnever thc opportunitv
arosc.

Teaching Values
Sixth, : is thcv clcvclopccl scl l-rcspcct,

s tudcnts  ga incd  conf  i c lencc  in  thern-
sc lvcs  anc l  thc i l  ab i l i t r  to  in tc rac t  u , i th
othcrs in an acccptable rvar,.  Thcv
lca l 'ncd  to  s ; t  "  :u ) ( l  i r (  ( 'ep t  rcsp . ' ,  i .
S tudcnts  nccc l ing  co l lec t i vc  c l i sc ip l inc
s t - ron  lcarncd tha t  thc  tc i i c l rc rs  carcd
about t l ' rcln ns pcoplc. Who thcv u'cr-c
r t u s  f i r r  r r r , , r ' .  i r l l l , i r l l r n t  t h a n  l h t ' n r i : -
b c h a v i o r - .  T h e r  u c l c  u ' o r l h r v h i l c
h t r t t tan  l )e ings  r iho  hac l  n radc  a  rn is -
take or-hacl usccl pool jr-rclgnrent. Tl ' rcv
hac l  the  r - i sh t  to  t r . t '  tLgu i r t .  As  a  rcsu l t  o f
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thc school 's teut 'hirtg valt les, studcnts
lcarnccl lo share , to practicc gr.rod
nranncrs ,  and to  takc  tu rns .

Giving Affect ion

Sc lcn th ,  the  lacu l t i cs  o f  the  schoo ls
arlscr g:rvc plt tsicul ul lect ion-using thc
s tudcnt ' s  f i r -s t  nantc ,  t i , rk ing  t i lne  to
l i s tcn  to  pup i l s ,  g iv ing  thcn ' r  a  pa t  on
thc arm or back, saving nice rvords
abclut thcnr, giving thern a hug, offer-
ing sincclc praisc, rvalking rvith them
as thev  sang and ta lkcd  together ,  and
bc ing  ro le  modc ls  c l f  hou,  the  s ta f f
expcctcd thcn'r to interact u' i th onc
ano lhcr .

Shou' ing studcnts that rve as tcach-
crs care involvcs i i  total cr- immitment
of lovc. I t  means seeing the potential in
everv chi ld. Their misbchavic-rrs and
learning problems must never distract
us from the vision u'e hal 'e for each
one o f  them.

Shou,ing \vc care about studcnts as
people st in'rulates us to professional

Tbachers must feel
an inner love for
eve?y student, no
matter how unat-
tractive the child's
appearance or how

unacceptable his
behavior.

preparation of our academic rvork as
rvel l  as praverful cooperation rvith the
Holv Spir i t  in leading each chi ld t<r
accept Jesus and become l ike Him.

Shorving we care helps us to focus
on the quali tv of the total school pro-
gram as rvel l  as the effect ivencss of

cach lcarn ing  cxpcr ience fo r  evcrv
chi lcl .  Car-ing mcans addrcssing thc
neccls of '  thc rvholc chi ld-spir i tual,
r n o r a l ,  i n t  c l l c c t u a l ,  s o c i a l ,  p h v s i c a l ,
a r c s t h c t i c ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l .  I t  m e a n s
checr fu l l v  comrn i t t ing  t ime to  l i s tcn ,
to share ourselves with studcnts, tcr
guide thcir individual thoughts so th:rt
lhc r  can  make rv isc  cho i r . ' cs .

Tin're thus investcd hclos students
\ ( 'ns r '  tha t  thc i r  l i r  cs  a rc  imDor lan l  lo
us ,  bo th  in  and ou t  o f  lh t '  c lassroom.
Such a  commi tmcnt  bv  facu l tv  and
admin is t ra t ion  rv i l l  hc lp  s ludcn ls  sc t
rvorthrvhi le personal goals, and assist
them in achieving their potential- in
this l i fe and in the l i fe to come. "Higher

than the highest human thought can
reach is God's ideal for His chi l-
d r e n . " - E l l e n  G .  W h i t e .  E d u c a t i o n .
p . 1 8 .

Hedley J. Eager is Acadentic Dean ol Pak-
i s  t  an  Ady  e  t t  t  i s  t  Se  t n  i n  a r y ,  S  he i khupu ra
District. Paki-stan.
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