love for reading is one of life’s
most valuable assets. Reading
isan essential life skill as well as
ameans of lifelong enjoyment.
However, many children
have nega-
tive attitudes toward
reading. Because tra-
ditional basal reading
programsdonotfocus
on the concept of au-
thorship, many chil-
dren donotrecognize
that the stories are
written by a person
who sought to enter-
tain or inform. Fur-
thermore, too much
attention is given to
workbooks and skill
sheets, leaving little
time for students to
actually enjoy the lit-
erature. As a result,
many childrenarenot
aware of good stories,
authors, or even the
process by which
books are written.
Forstudentstosee
books as living litera-
ture, they need to
learn that books are
written by real people
like themselves. Jim
Trelease suggests:
“Bring the author to
life, as well as his
book . ... Let them
know that books are
written by people,
not by machines.” Lucy McCormick
Calkins says that children love hearing
interesting facts about authors. For ex-
ample, theyare fascinated tolearn thatE.
B. White spent long hours observing a
spider at work in his barn before writing
Charlotte’s Web. As he was writing, he
keptaspecimen of a spider ina matchbox
on his desk.?

Improving Reading Skills

When the reading program focuses
on authors, children spend more time
reading and responding to literature.
They are thus more likely to become
skilled readers.’

“Good readers select books by au-
thors. When they read a book they
enjoy, they find other books written by
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that person.” As they discuss authors
and respond to their literature, students
become thinkers. They want to find out
why the author wrote the book, where
the author got his or her ideas, and how
long the book took to write.’

As they become familiar with an
author, students can make better pre-
dictions. This increases their compre-
hension. Their search for meaning is
informed by knowledge about the author
and what he or she is trying to do.”
Studies supported by the National Insti-
tute of Education indicated that “when
readers were familiar with the topic and
likely to identify with the author, they
were more likely to recall more and be
more critical of their reading.” Hence,
giving children the opportunity to be-
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Because traditional
basal reading pro-
grams do not focus
on the concept of

authorship, many
children do not
recognize that the

stories are written
by a person who
sought to entertain
or inform.

come acquainted with authors furthers
their reading development.

Ideas for Implementation

In Creating a Classroom for Authors,
Harste, Short, and Burke suggest these
procedures for introducing children to
authors:

1. Set up a display of the author’s
work in the classroom and briefly intro-
duce the books to the class.

2. Compile biographical information
on the author or illustrator and add this
to the display.

3. Introduce the author to the class
by briefly telling about his or her back-
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ground and sharing any life stories or
comments that might be of interest.

4. Over a given time period, share the
author’s books with the class through a
short book introduction, reading ex-
cerpts, or reading the entire books.

5.Oncestudents have had the chance
to explore the author’s work, give them
the opportunity to respond in some way.
This could include sharing timesin which
students talk with one another about the
book, or doing book-related projects.’

After the author and books have been
introduced, I allow mystudents to choose
which book they would like to read. Stu-
dents who choose the same books are
called “book buddies.” At the end of
reading period, “buddies” get together
to discuss story development. I give
them a list of questions to guide their
thinking. One person is chosen as the
leader for the day. That student is re-
sponsible for asking the questions and
drawing outresponses from group mem-
bers. Anotherstudentischosen to be the
recorder; he or she writes down the an-
swers the group hasagreed upon. Finally,
areporter is chosen to share the group’s
response with the teacher or the class.
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For students to see
books as living litera-
ture, they need to learn
that books are written
by real people like

themselves.

After they finish the book, the groups
enjoy doing a project to share with the
class. That makes other class members
want to read the book, too!

When I use this program in a multi-
grade classroom, I usually keep my
younger grades togetherinagroup. Then
while the older students are reading or
working in their groups, I can work with
theyounger children. While theyounger
children are working, I visit the “book
buddy” groups to observe and guide their
discussions.

Children in a multigrade class enjoy
authors such as Dr. Seuss, Ezra Jack
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Keats, Maurice Sendak, and Peggy Par-
ish. The older students like to hear about
the author just as much as the younger
ones, and have funreading to the younger
children.

Recommendations

® Get acquainted with your local li-
brarians. They will recommend authors
that children enjoy, as well as books that
fit the needs of a particular class.

¢ For students to develop a complete
sense of authorship, they need to be ac-
tively involved in the writing process. I
schedule an “author’s time” when the
students themselves are writers. They
enjoy composing their own stories and
sharing them with the class. After they
complete the writing process, they
“publish” their book, and place it on our
library shelf for others to read.

* Be sure to consider the needs and
concerns of your community. Be sensi-
tive to which books may or may not be
appropriate to use in the classroom.

* Even if you cannot obtain bio-
graphical information on a particular
author, you can stll use that author.
Students will enjoy discovering the



Giving children the
opportunity to become
acquainted with au-
thors furthers their
reading development.

author’sstyle, comparing hisor her books,
and even making predictions about what
kind of person they think the author
might be.

* Having an author visit your class-
room can be very helpful. You must,
however, prepare carefully for the visit.
Allow plenty of time for your students to
learnabout the author and to read several
of his or her works before the visit. The
author will appreciate the students’ in-
terest, and the visit will be much more

meaningful.

Conclusion

Supplementing the reading program
by introducing students to authors can
enhance students’ learning. If children
learn thatbooksare created by real people
like themselves, they should be more
interested in reading and their attitudes
toward reading should improve. This
will help them become competent read-
ersaswell as people who develop lifelong
pleasure through reading. &

Pam McTavish teaches grades K-8 at Franktown
Adventist School in Franktown, Colorado.
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BOOK PROJECT IDEAS
1. Create a drama based on a book.
2. Do an art project on the book.
3. Create a display for the book.
4. Write your own story using the book’s characters.
5. Write your own story copying the author’s style.
6. Write a letter to the author.
7. Compare different books by one author.
8. Celebrate the author’s birthday.
9. Listen to a taped interview with the author,
10. Meet an author in person.
11. Make a television commercial to “sell” the book.
12. Create a puppet show using one of the scenes from the book.
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