“21st Century Classroom”
opened recently at the
Southern College of Sev-
enth-day Adventists in
Collegedale, Tennessee. It
was uniquely designed to
support the professional
vision of the college’s Department of
Education and Psychology as they seek
to prepare teachers for the classroom
environment of the future.

In the 21st century, teachers will
need to understand and use an array of
technology for enhancing learning. In-
stead of being a purveyor of knowl-
edge, the teacher will be the manager
of an extensive information system tai-
lored to the educational needs of the
student.

Video Tutoring and Other Classroom
Components

The high-tech classroom in Summer-
our Hall includes an eight-foot-by-
seven-foot video-wall—the first in the
world installed in a classroom. It plays
a pivotal role in training education stu-
dents in the techniques of video confer-
encing in an educational environment,
otherwise known as video tutoring.

Other components include 24 “view
port” stations with multimedia comput-
ers, an electronic chalkboard that trans-
mits information directly to student
computers, and a network-transparent
computer management system permit-
ting the teacher to view and control
each computer as needed, and to send
video or audio to an individual screen
or the entire class. All of the 21st Cen-
tury Classroom components, including
the lighting, are controlled electroni-
cally from a six-inch-by-six-inch touch
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Work station in the 21st Century Classroom.
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screen located on the teacher’s
desk.

21st Century Classroom In-
service Training Program

The State of Tennessee De-
partment of Education has re-
cently declared our facility a
certified 21st Century Class-
room Training Site. Our pro-
gram is unique for three rea-
sons. First, a school’s entire
staff can benefit from training
with us, regardless of their
computer literacy or expertise,
due to our exciting Optional
Training Modules. Second,
we focus on making the classroom use
of technology user friendly for teachers.
Third, we expect to provide technical
support to each member of the staff
who has completed the training. &

The 21st Century Classroom Training Center at South-
ern College, Collegedale, Tennessee.

Direct further inquiries to Jon Green, Direc-
tor; 21st Century Classroom Training Cen-
ter, Summerour Hall, P.O. Box 370, Col-
legedale, TN 37315. E-mail address:
Jjgreen@southern.edu.
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