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I
n a small town, an Adventist church mem-
ber decides to run for mayor. As a part of 
his campaign, he contacts the Bible teacher 
at the Adventist school and requests an 
opportunity to talk to the students. The 
teacher agrees. Speaking at an assembly, 

the church member tells the group that one of his 
top priorities, if elected, will be to build a ball-
park for the town, and that if they would like to 
have that facility, they should ask their parents to 
vote for him. He then hands out copies of his cam-

their parents. The teacher follows up by promis-
ing the students that if they become involved in the 
campaign in some way, beyond simply taking the 

their grade. Quite a number of students are eager 
to get involved! 
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Laying the Foundation

Connections in the Social Sciences

The social sciences (history, econom-
ics, and geography) can be fertile ter-
rain for students to explore political 
issues.
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Table 1

Biblical Principles Regarding the Relationship of Christianity and Politics

Foundational
Principles

God’s Role in
Government

Relationship
to
Government

Action in
Politics

Tension With
Politics
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Connections in Other Subject Areas

6

In order for a student to think Chris-
tianly about politics, he or she must 
form a Christian worldview.
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Beyond the Classroom

Points of Caution

-
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Finessing Controversial Topics

Through dialogue and life experiences, students should develop a framework 
of moral values that will enable them to address ethical issues.
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A Concluding Thought

_______________________________________
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