
eventh-day Adventist educa-
tion has been shaped by its 
early advocates and pio-
neers. Within this group we 
find James and Ellen White, 

Martha Byington, Goodloe Harper 
Bell, J. N. Andrews, W. W. Prescott, 
Frederick Griggs, E. A. Sutherland, 
and Percy T. Magan—familiar names, 
even today, to many Adventist edu-
cators. Although perhaps less known, 
other individuals also made significant 
contributions. Among these was 
Mahlon Ellsworth (M. E.) Olsen. 
 
Early Years (1873-1899) 
    M. E. Olsen was born in 1873 to Ole 
(O. A.) and Jennie Olsen, who had sep-

arately emigrated early in life from Nor-
way to the United States. O. A. Olsen’s 
parents, having settled in southern 
Wisconsin, were among the first Scan-
dinavians to join the Adventist denom -
ination. James White, one of the 
founders of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, took a special interest in Ole 
and often referred to him as “my boy.”1  
    As a child, Mahlon Olsen was per-
sonally acquainted with James and 
Ellen White. He heard them speak at 
camp meetings, and they were guests 
at the Olsen home. Mahlon recalled: 
“On their first visit they looked over 
our small collection of books, some-
what the worse for wear, and before 
leaving they enriched our little library 
with four volumes of stories bearing 
the title Sabbath Readings. Mrs. White 

had herself selected the stories in 
these very readable books.”2 
    Mahlon and his older brother, Alfred 
Berthier Olsen, felt at home with Mrs. 
White as she did not seem to mind 
their play. She wrote personal messages 
in the brothers’ autograph albums. 
Mahlon Olsen would later write, “We 
children had favorite aunts and uncles, 
but even near relatives did not more 
completely win our hearts and affec-
tions than did James and Ellen White.”3 
    In 1886, O. A. Olsen was asked to 
serve as a missionary, and the family 
moved to Christiania (Oslo), Norway. 
In the summer of the next year, Mrs. 
White visited the Olsen family. To-
gether, they held the first Adventist 
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camp meeting in Europe, with Ellen 
White as the guest speaker.4 
    O. A. Olsen was called to be pres-
ident of the General Conference in 
1888, and the family returned to 
America. There in Battle Creek, Michi-
gan, Mahlon encountered an individ-
ual who would significantly influence 
his life. Goodlow Harper Bell had re-
cently returned to Michigan following 
his term as principal of South Lan-
caster Academy in Massachusetts. 
Olsen wished to study literature, and 
early one morning found the professor 
sitting on the edge of his porch, clad 
in blue jeans and wearing a dilap-
idated straw hat. “The whole bearing 
of the man impressed me at once with 
a sense of dignity and simpli city,” 
Olsen later recalled.5  
    After making sure that Olsen had a 
genuine interest in the study of litera-
ture, Bell agreed to tutor him. Thus 
began, in Olsen’s words, “the most sat-
isfying and fruitful part of my educa-
tion.”6 Olsen especially came to admire 
Wordsworth, Bell’s favorite poet. 
Throughout Olsen’s life, Bell would 

continue to be his inspiration; and al-
though it directly occupied only a 
dozen years of his life, the teaching of 
English, and especially literature, was 
to be Olsen’s best-loved work. 
    Mahlon E. Olsen attended Battle 
Creek College from 1890 to 1894, where 
he would graduate from the Classical 

Course with a Bachelor of Arts degree.7 
After graduation, Mahlon became secre-
tary to his father, who was still pres-
ident of the General Conference. He 
also began to take advanced studies in 
English at the University of Michigan, 
where his brother, Alfred, was studying 
medicine.8 During these years, Olsen 
would write his first articles for The Ad-
vent Review and Sabbath Herald,9 an ac-
tivity that would yield nearly 300 
articles in Adventist journals over the 
course of his life.  
    In 1899, for example, Olsen reported 
on the Battle Creek Sanitarium Training 
School, which had a newly developed 
correspondence program: “There is yet 
another large class of young people, as 
well as those of more advanced age, 
who desire to engage in medical mis-
sionary work, but cannot spend the 
time and money to take a course at one 
of our sanitariums. It is to meet the 
wants of such that the Correspondence 
Department of the Training-School was 
started.”10 Correspondence study 
would become a dominant theme later 
in Olsen’s life. 
 

Moss camp meeting in Norway (1887): O. A. Olsen and Jennie Olsen (seated left), with son Alfred Berthier (standing behind); J. H. Waggoner 
(center) with Clarence and Mahlon Ellsworth (seated on the ground); W. C. White and Jennie Ings with Ellen G. White (third from right, seated).

O. A. Olsen’s sons (left to right): Alfred 
Berthier, Mahlon Ellsworth, and Clarence 

(who died in childhood).



21The Journal of Adventist Education  •  Vol. 83, No. 2, 2021                                                                                                        http:// jae.adventist.org

course of study. An abstract of Olsen’s 
address before the convention ap-
peared in The Advent Review and Sab-
bath Herald: “Our schools should not 
only be equal, but surpass, the best 
schools of the world in the amount of 
thorough intellectual work required.”17 
He advised teachers not to neglect in-
tellectual progress and suggested that 
a part of the summer vacations should 
be spent in taking advanced training. 
The well-educated person, he ob-
served, “thinks not so much of where 
he is, as whither he is going.”18 
    In the March 1909 issue of the 
Good Health journal, Olsen, now edi-
tor, broached the topic of sex educa-
tion. Addressing the temptations to 
immorality faced by young people, he 
stated, “The remedy is education. 

Every child should be taught the basic 
principles of hygiene and physiology   
. . . and when the proper time comes 
such a knowledge of sexual truths 
should be given, by pure-minded in-
structors (preferably the parents) as 
will satisfy legitimate curiosity and 
guard against impure habits.”19 
    During his years in England, Olsen 
had decided to work toward a doctor-
ate in English. He had already spent 
much of 1908 in the United States to 
that end, and now he felt that he must 
dedicate himself full time to complet-
ing his program. 
 
Work at Various Colleges (1909-1923) 
    In 1909, Olsen completed, at his own 
expense, a PhD in English Literature at 
the University of Michigan.20 He was the 
first Seventh-day Adventist to earn a 

Speaking Out on Health and Education 
(1900-1909) 
    In 1900, Mahlon was requested to 
assist his brother, Alfred, in the Ad-
ventist health work in England. The 
following year, the brothers launched 
a monthly magazine, Good Health, 
with Mahlon writing an article titled 
“Juvenile Smoking” for the first issue. 
When the subscriptions reached 
50,000 in the 10th month of publica-
tion, the size of the magazine was in-
creased. This first enlarged issue 
would carry a history of Battle Creek 
Sanitarium written by M. E. Olsen. 
    In 1903, M. E. Olsen became man-
aging editor of Good Health.11 Three 
years later, there were 75,000 sub-
scriptions to the magazine, with free 
copies placed in all the major British 
public libraries. Good Health was now 
the health journal with the largest 
circula tion in Britain.12  
    In 1906, the Olsen brothers jointly 
published a book The School of Health, 
which was intended to be a layman’s 
manual, a “School for Adults.”13 That 
year, M. E. Olsen also published his 
own book, Out-of-Doors.14 It was ded-
icated to Theodore Roosevelt, the out -
door president whom Olsen greatly 
admired. The book included references 
to walking and jogging for health—re-
markable at a time when these con-
cepts were largely in the future.  
    In the book, Olsen also began to de-
lineate his educational ideas. He noted 
that educators focused almost entirely 
on mental and moral development to 
the exclusion of physical culture. 
“They seem to forget,” he wrote, “that 
little boys and girls have bodies as well 
as minds.”15 Olsen viewed play as edu-
cational and advised that children 5 
years old needed a playground more 
than they needed books. He then de-
clared, “If half the time spent by chil-
dren in brain work were given to 
physical develop ment, the actual men-
tal progress would be greater.”16 
    While in England, Olsen was a del-
egate to the 1906 education conven-
tion held by the Adventist Church. An 
important action taken at these meet-
ings was the decision that the denomi-
nation should endorse a 16-year 

In 1901, the two Olsen brothers 
launched in England a maga-
zine called Good Health. 

In 1906, the Olsen brothers 
jointly published The School of 
Health. 

In 1906, M. E. Olsen published 
his first book, Out-of-Doors. 
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doctorate in English and only the sec-
ond to receive a PhD.21 Olsen’s disserta-
tion, Evolution of Biblical Prose, would 
later be condensed and published by 
the denomi nation as a book.    
    At denominational headquarters, 
leadership faced a problem. The world 
church was calling for missionaries 
faster than they could be supplied. In 
response to this need, the Washington 
Foreign Mission Seminary was organ-
ized in Takoma Park, Maryland, in 
1907, its purpose to give a practical 
training for mission service. Two years 
later, its president, J. L. Shaw, would 
request the newly minted Dr. Olsen to 
come and teach English at the institu-
tion. 
    During his first year of teaching, 
Olsen met Lydia Christensen, daughter 
of a Danish minister. She had traveled 
to the seminary to learn English and 
was living in the home of the General 
Conference president, A. G. Daniels, a 
close friend of Olsen. Lydia enrolled in 
one of Olsen’s English classes, and soon 
Olsen was giving her private English 
lessons. By the end of the school year, 
Mahlon and Lydia became engaged and 
married later that summer in Denmark, 
and then returning to Takoma Park.22 In 

the space of five years, four children—
Louise, Alice, Olan, and Yvonne—made 
the Olsen family complete. 
    During his tenure as English profes-
sor at the seminary, Olsen was in-
tensely involved writing A History of 
the Origin and Progress of Seventh-day 
Adventists. His purpose was to repro-
duce “the life of the early times” and 
follow the pioneer developments of the 
Adventist Church as it moved around 
the globe.23 Articles from The Advent 
Review and Sabbath Herald, firsthand 
experiences, and interviews and corre-
spondence with missionaries were his 
principal sources. 
    The project, first suggested by Gen-
eral Conference president A. G. Daniels, 
began in the latter part of 1909 and con-
tinued throughout this entire period. 
Chapters were submitted to W. C. White 
and A. G. Daniels for critique.24 W. A. 
Spicer, S. N. Haskell, J. N. Loughbo-
rough, Frederick Griggs, and others 
helped with ideas and materials.  
    Olsen, however, began to encounter 
difficulties as he wrote the history. The 
work was taking much longer to com-
plete than he had envisioned.25 One of 
the difficulties was that Olsen was still 
teaching English four to five days each 
week at the seminary. Another problem 

was that Edson White would not co-
operate in providing materials regard-
ing the Adventist work in the southern 
United States. A White family feud had 
developed, and not even W. C. White 
could help resolve the situation.26  
    By 1923, however, Signs of the Times 
would publish a series of 13 articles 
summarizing Olsen’s history as it was 
nearing completion. The book, the first 
formal history of the denomination, 
would finally be published in 1925, 16 
years after it was begun. “Had I at the 
onset realized to the full the difficulties 
that would confront me,” Olsen would 
write, “I am afraid I should have de-
clined the task.”27 Olsen’s perseverance, 
however, prevailed. 
    Three chapters of the book were de-
voted to tracing the development of an 
educational philosophy and of educa-
tional institutions. This was a signifi-
cant emphasis at a time when the 
publishing work still employed the 
largest number of trained workers in 
the denomination. In a commentary de-
voted to his beloved Professor Bell, 
Olsen noted that before becoming “the 
real founder of the school at Battle 
Creek,” Bell held “positions in some of 

Stanborough Park, England (circa 1908): M. E. Olsen is standing sixth from the right (back row). 
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ever, that his role as educational admin-
istrator was more challenging than he 
had imagined. This was due in part to 
the multiple responsibilities he carried 
as principal, busi ness manager, English 
teacher, and superintendent of the in-
dustrial faculty.31 In addition, Olsen was 
endeavoring to keep up his work on the 
book about Adventist history. 
    Under Olsen’s leadership, the insti-
tution changed its name to Lancaster 
Junior College. In 1919, Olsen reported 
that LJC was overflowing with the 
largest enrollment it had ever attained. 
He announced that the emphasis in 
schoolwork was being laid on the more 
practical subjects such as hydrotherapy, 
carpentry, sewing, physical culture, 
cooking, and farming. The purpose of 
LJC, he declared, was to train Christian 
workers. By 1920, Olsen observed that 
138 missionaries had gone out from its 
doors. This occasion was celebrated at 
a special ceremony that involved a 
dedica tory address by J. L. Shaw.32 
    In 1920, Olsen accepted an offer to 
head the English Department at Union 
College in Lincoln, Nebraska. While at 

koma Park, Maryland, in 1922, ho-
wever; and a new leader, O. M. John, 
was selected for Union College. The 
Adventist educational climate was also 
changing. The progressive direction 
previously felt in the Department of 
Education of the General Conference 
under Frederick Griggs was giving way 
to a more traditional per s pective. This 
shift would exert an influence in the 
events soon to occur at Union. 
    Under Olsen’s guidance, a progres-
sive program had been set up in the 
English Department. Problems, ho-
wever, that had been rumbling in the 
department surfaced abruptly in 1923. 
Olsen was summarily called before 
the board and dismissed after 29 years 
of denominational service. The board 
justified its action by stating that it 
was anxious to cut expenses. Part of 
this sudden move, however, was due 
to political factors. The other English 
teacher apparently desired to run the 
department and had sympathizers on 
the board. A deeper cause, perhaps, 
lay in certain questions concerning 
the books that Olsen required as 
reading for his English classes.33 
    Although he thought that his     
brethren had made a mistake, Olsen 
was not bitter. His problem was to  
decide what he should do next. On 
March 30, 1923, Olsen wrote to his 
old friend, J. L. Shaw, who by now 
was treasurer of the General Confer-
ence.34 He explained his predicament 
and expres sed his desire to continue 
in denom inational employment if 
needed. Olsen also noted that     
someone had inquired regarding his 
willingness to work at Fireside Cor -
respondence School, which was oper-
ated by the Adventist Church. “If 
there were a desire to enlarge that 
work, to do some aggressive field 
work, and put it on a more paying 
basis as well as to strengthen stan-
dards; if there were a real vacancy, I 
believe I should thoroughly enjoy it.” 
Olsen closed his letter by coura-
geously placing the blame of the situ-
ation at Union on himself. “Perhaps 
there is something very wrong with 
me. Anyway, I want to learn the les-
son and learn it quickly.” 

the best schools of the state.”28 
    Olsen believed that Adventist 
schools were evan gelizing agencies 
and existed for the express purpose of 
preparing the young people of the 
church for life and for eternity. The 
outstanding characteristics of these 
schools were that the Bible was taught 
in all years of schooling, that manual 
labor and correct physical habits were 
emphasized, and that missionary activ-
ities were promoted. “Adventist 
schools were born of a spiritual neces-
sity,” he wrote, “to serve the needs of 
a spiritual movement.”29 
    An educational convention, to which 
Olsen was a delegate, was held in Ber-
rien Springs in June 1910. The conven-
tion discussed textbooks and college 
teacher qual ifications among other 
matters. During a discussion on higher 
education, Olsen, who held one of the 
few doctoral degrees in the denomi-
nation at that time, arose and declared:  
“I myself have never felt free to encour-
age our young people to look to the uni-
versity for an education, nor even for 
special advanced work, except under 
circumstances that seemed to make it 
advisable. . . . The fact, however, that it 
is not wise for our young people to go 
to the universities of the land, is a most 
powerful argument in favor of raising 
the standard in our own colleges. . . . In 
order to make this possible we need 
better libraries, better laboratories, and 
other facilities, and a highly trained 
force of teachers. Thus we might be 
able to do a little graduate work in our 
own leading colleges, which would 
further reduce the necessity of seeking 
help from outside institutions.”30 
    Later in the convention, Olsen em-
phasized that strong teacher-training 
departments should be established at 
the leading colleges in order that 
church schoolteachers might be pre-
pared in Adventist institutions. As the 
convention closed, Olsen recommended 
that the General Conference Depart-
ment of Education support the publica-
tion of an educational journal. 
    In 1917, South Lancaster Academy, 
the school that Bell had established in 
1882 in Massachusetts, called Olsen to 
serve as principal. Olsen found, how -

Union, under the strong leadership of 
President Harvey Arch Morrison, the 
college was accredited as a junior col-
lege, and the enrollment climbed to a 
peak level. Morrison was called to 
Washington Missionary College in Ta-

M. E. Olsen as English professor at Union 
College.
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    Shaw replied on April 18. Olsen’s 
case had been considered at the 
Spring Council, but no appointment 
had yet been made.35 Unknown to 
Olsen, however, Shaw had already 
been appointed to a committee to lo-
cate a job for Olsen within the denom-
ination and had suggested that Olsen 
head up Fireside. 
 
Leading the Correspondence School 
(1923-1946) 
    The Seventh-day Adventist Church 
had attempted several correspondence 
schools around the turn of the century. 
In the 1880s, Goodloe Harper Bell had 
started a correspondence course in 
English.36 Although well prepared, it 
did not last long due to financial con-
straints. The early 1890s saw E. A. Su-
therland commence correspondence 
courses at Walla Walla College. Keene 
Academy followed suit and developed 
its own correspondence school.37 
    Within a few years, however, Keene 
Academy, Walla Walla College, and the 
Battle Creek Sanitarium institute on 
which Olsen had reported had all 
closed their correspondence programs. 
The correspondence-school idea, ho-
wever, did not die out in the mind of 
one of the foremost educational leaders 
of the church, Frederick Griggs. Under 

his guidance, the Fireside Correspon-
dence School, located in Washington, 
D. C., was founded in 1909. It was of 
general understanding that it was es-
tablished for the primary purpose of 
helping those who for any reason were 
prevented from attending the resident 
schools.38 
    At the first board meeting, W. E. 
Howell was designated principal. The 
Department of Education soon began to 
absorb more of Howell’s time, however, 
and C. C. Lewis, a former president of 
Union College, was asked to assume the 
position in 1913. Ill health, however, 
forced Lewis to resign in 1922, and Clif-
ton Taylor became acting principal.  
    It was to this post as principal of 
Fireside that Olsen was called in 1923. 
Perhaps church leaders recalled 
Olsen’s prior promotion of the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium correspondence 
school. Perhaps this decision was 
based in part on Olsen’s commitment 
to sound scholarship. It could also be 
that the position was available at an 
opportune moment in Olsen’s career 
and that the influence of J. L. Shaw 
was a significant factor. 
    At any rate, Olsen soon arrived in 
Washington and proceeded to vigor-
ously engage in his work at Fireside. 
By the end of his term of service,     
Ol sen would build the correspondence 
school into an elementary-through-col-

lege institution that served the entire 
world field. 
    During that first year at Fireside, 
Olsen carried out a general overhaul of 
courses so that the Adventist boarding 
colleges could give full credit to the 
correspondence work. He also began 
an intensive promotion of Fireside. In a 
1930 report to the General Conference, 
he would note that the number of stu-
dents enrolled had climbed from 559 in 
1923 to 2,711 students representing 
more than 50 countries. Olsen would 
emphasize that the purpose of the 
corres pondence school was to do ex-
tension work for all the Adventist col-
leges. He concluded his presentation by 
stating that “the Advent movement is 
essentially educa tional.”39 
    In a front-page article in The Advent 
Review and Sabbath Herald, Olsen 
warned that only half of the young 
people of the Adventist Church were 
attending denominational schools. The 
others, he lamented, were attending in-
stitutions rampant with atheism. He 
then observed that correspondence 
education was becoming increasingly 
popular and invited the youth to enroll 
in Fireside. Before closing, however, he 
entered a disclaimer: “The first choice 
for our young people should be the res-
ident school.”40 If that was impossible, 
however, the correspondence school 
was available. 
    By the end of 1927, Olsen observed 
that Fireside was the largest school in 
the denomination in terms of enroll-
ment.41 In 1930, the Fireside board 
voted to seek recognition by the Na-
tional Home Study Council,42 and on 
September 24, at Olsen’s suggestion, a 
new name, Home Study Institute 
(HSI), was adopted.43 HSI was pro-
claimed to be the extension division of 
Adventist colleges and academies. Up 
to half of all college work could now 
be taken through HSI, and the credits 
would be accepted at the church’s res-
ident colleges. 
    By 1931, however, the effects of the 
Great Depression were being felt, and 

M. E. Olsen with wife, Lydia, and children: Louise, Alice, Olan, and Yvonne.
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enrollments at HSI were plummeting. 
Not to be outdone by circumstances, 
Olsen began to promote a sales -
manship course, which he predicted 
would keep its students out of the 
bread lines. In this same year, HSI es-
tablished a branch in China and voted 
to seek accreditation with the National 
University Extension Asso ciation. 
    A report to the General Conference 
of 1936 noted that HSI had enrolled 
more than 28,000 students since its in-
ception. Three branches of the Insti-
tute—in the Orient, Australia, and 
southern Europe—were in operation.44 
A shocking telegram was received, ho-
wever, from W. A. Scharffenberg in 
September 1937 that gave notice that 
the branch of the HSI located in Shang-
hai, China, had been ransacked, and all 
was a total loss. This disaster, neverthe-
less, would be offset as a new branch 
was soon approved for southern Asia. 
    The Journal of True Education, 
whose idea Olsen had heartily en-
dorsed in 1910, finally began publica-
tion in 1939. The first issue carried an 
article “Christian Education With the 
Help of the Postman,” written by M. E. 
Olsen.45 Throughout the next few years, 
Olsen would write various articles for 
the Journal, in which he would delin-
eate his philosophy of education.  
    Olsen would advocate, for example, 
that teacher and pupils should embark 
together on “a voyage of discovery.” 
They should go beyond the facts of 
persons and events to the deeper mo-
tives and meanings. The principles 
should not be fully explained but only 
hinted at, thus leaving the students to 
form their own conclusions. Teachers 
were to strive to develop in their stu-
dents’ patterns of conduct to serve as 
guideposts throughout life. To do this, 
they should first put themselves in the 
place of each student.46  
    Relationships of HSI with the other 
Adventist colleges, nevertheless, were 
not without ripples. In 1942, for exam-
ple, a refund had to be given to George 
Vandeman “at the request of EMC [Em-
manuel Missionary College in Berrien 
Springs, Michigan] that he give his 
whole attention to the courses he is 
taking at the college.”47 At this time, it 
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“We cannot teach others unless we are students ourselves” (“A New Kind of Church 
School,” The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 110:33 [August 17, 1933]: 20).   

“We must be in order to be able to do” (The Carpenter of Nazareth  [Washington, D. C.: 
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Quotations From M. E. Olsen
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was also considered whether HSI 
should perhaps become an extension 
department of one of the colleges. By 
1945, this choice was narrowed to 
Washington Missionary College, and 
Olsen formed part a committee estab-
lished to study the proposed plan. 
 
The Later Years (1946-1952) 
    In 1946, at the age of 73, Olsen re-
quested retirement, having served for 
nearly 23 years as leader of the corres -
pondence school. After his retirement, 
Olsen devoted much of his time to 
writing. One of his first projects was 
to adapt his dissertation on the King 
James Bible for publication and pro-
motion by the Adventist Ministerial 
Association. A recent version of the 
New Testa ment, the Revised Standard, 
had appeared earlier that year and 
was being promoted as a replacement 
of the older King James Version. 
Olsen, however, did not share the pop-
ular enthusiasm and stated, “It is 
hardly likely to replace that much-
loved classic.”48 He noted, never -
theless, that the Revised Standard 
Version did give evidence of fine 
scholarship. Tongue-in-cheek, he also 
praised it “for preserving intact for us 
so many fine passages from the King 
James version.”49 The overall purpose 
for the book, however, was broader 
and endeavored to trace the history of 
the translations of the English Bible 
from their beginnings. 
    Olsen’s last major writing project, 
completed but a few weeks before his 
death, culminated in the publication 
of Much-loved Books. In this final 
work, Olsen summed up his philoso-
phy: “Life should be lived joyously.”50 
Well-chosen books would contribute 
greatly to this joy of living. While 
Olsen did not believe that the Bible 
was the only necessary book, he did 
exalt the Scriptures as the greatest of 
all literature—the great world drama. 
He noted, however, that the Bible was 
more than simply great literature; it 
had the power to transform the life.  
    Olsen then proceeded to examine 
the value of literary works by Luther, 
Wordsworth, Thoreau, Charles Lamb, 
Whittier, and others. He also ded-

icated a chapter to James and Ellen 
White in which he wrote: “I feel that 
my life has been enriched, not only by 
personal contacts with Ellen G. White, 
but also by making myself familiar 
with her writings. It is my firm belief 
that a thoughtful reading of her books 
will deepen one’s Christian experience 
and fit him to give more efficient serv-
ice to the Master.”51 
    In 1952, the pages closed on 
Olsen’s life. It was a life well lived as 
health promoter, church historian, 
prolific writer, college administrator, 
and pioneer in Adventist education. ✐ 
 
 

For more about Mahlon Ellsworth 
Olsen, see the complementary article 
in the Encyclopedia of Seventh-day 
Adventists available here: https://   
encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id
= B9WQ. 
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