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he Southern Asia-Paci-
fic Division (SSD) en-
compasses 1.1 billion 
people, or 13.8 percent 
of the world popu la -

tion. With the current church 
membership around 1.6 million, 
the ratio is one Seventh-day Ad-
ventist to serve about 680 
people. More than half of the 
people in the countries encom-
passed by the SSD are Muslims 
living in Bangladesh, Brunei, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Paki-
stan. Another third are Bud-
dhists residing in Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, and Viet nam. The rest of 
the population lives in the Phil-
ippines and Timor Leste, two 
primarily Catholic countries, 
and Singapore, considered a sec-
ular country.2 Therefore, the 
SSD territory is a vast evange-
lization field with great harvest 
potential—but few laborers. 

According to United Nations 
Population Division,3 the me-
dian age of the population in the 
SSD territory is under 30 years 
of age (which means half of the 
people are younger than this 
age, and half are older).4 There-
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Bangladesh         164,689,383              124                  9                 1               134 

Brunei                        437,479                  0                  0                 0                   0 

Cambodia              16,718,965                  4                  2                 0                   6 

Indonesia            273,523,615              171              141                 3               315 

Laos                        7,275,560                  0                  0                 0                   0 

Malaysia                32,365,999                23                  3                 1                 27 

Myanmar               54,409,800                73                10                 1                 84 

Pakistan              220,892,340                  5                  8                 2                 15 

Philippines          109,581,078              309                28                 9               346 

Singapore                5,850,342                  1                  1                 0                   2 

Sri Lanka               21,413,249                  5                  4                 0                   9 

Thailand                69,799,978                12                  7                 1                 20 

Timor Leste             1,318,445                  1                  0                 0                   1 

Vietnam                 97,338,579                  0                  0                 0                   0 

TOTAL              1,075,614,812              728              213               18               959 

*As of December 31, 2019.  
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“Then He said to them, ‘The harvest truly is         

great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His    

harvest’” (Luke 10:2, NKJV).1
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fore, hundreds of millions of children and young 
people in this territory need quality education. This 
presents an excellent opportunity to establish church 
schools to reach young people. At the end of 2019, the 
Adventist educational system in SSD operated 728 pri-
mary schools, 213 secondary schools, and 18 colleges 
and universities, for a total of 959, or 11.2 percent of 
worldwide Adventist educational institutions. 

 
Schools Are Evangelistic Fields 

As of December 31, 2019, the total 
number of students studying in Ad-
ventist schools in the SSD was 
130,318. This is an increase of 26 per-
cent over the previous quinquennium 
(2010-2015). However, the great chal-
lenge is that most of them (73,906  
students or 56.7 percent) come from 
non-Adventist families. The strong 
emphasis on character development 
makes our church’s schools attractive 
to non-Adventist parents. The spiritual 
needs of these non-member students 
who come into our schools cannot be 
underestimated. As a result, they are 
the focus of special ministry on our 
school campuses at all levels. 

Furthermore, several Adventist 
schools in SSD still employ non-Ad-
ventist teachers because it is challeng-
ing to find Adventist teachers for par-
ticular fields of study in some 
countries. Of the 8,477 teachers in Sev-
enth-day Adventist institutions in 2019, 
7,407 or 87.4 percent were Adventists, 
and 1,070 or 12.6 percent were from 
other religious backgrounds. Thus, on 
Adventist school campuses, there are 
many teachers and students who need 
to be led to Jesus. Properly addressing 
this great challenge provides a great 
opportunity.  

SSD schools organize various    
programs and activities to nurture  
the spiritual needs of the students 
and teachers. Among them are morn-
ing worships, Bible reading, early-
morning prayer programs, chapel 
convocations, weeks of prayer, Bible 
camp, Edu care groups (peer-support 
groups), and many others.  

These spiritual activities are well-

designed and can function as long-term evangelistic 
strategies to reach both Adventist and non-Adventist 
students and teachers. As a result, educational insti-
tutions are among the most significant contributors to 
soul-winning in SSD. Church members converted 
through educational institutions usually have a better 
under standing of the basic doctrines of the church as 
well as church practices and values.5 The rich spiritual 
programs and activities in Adventist schools also bene-
fit non-Adventist teachers. It is not unusual for 
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Students at Ambia Adventist Academy in Talaud, East Indonesia, led by a teacher, 
spend the first period of classes every school day in an EduCare Group in Bible 

reading and prayer. Photo courtesy of the SSD Education Department. 

Resource persons and church leaders during the 2017 teachers convention in 
Bangladesh. Photo courtesy of the SSD Education Department. 



teachers to be baptized due to these programs.  
Jesus commissioned His disciples to “Go ye into all 

the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15, KJV), a command that applies to dis-
ciples living in modern times, as well. “To all, great or 
small, learned or ignorant, old or young, the command 
is given.”6 “Every creature,” of course, includes 
teachers and students in Adventist schools. 

Together, Adventist educators and all students in Ad-
ventist schools can form a mighty task force of laborers 
in God’s vineyard. In response to the worldwide 
church’s Total Member Involvement (TMI) program, the 
SSD Education Department aims to engage all students 
and teachers in reaching out to people 
through a variety of ways and methods. 

In 2019, the SSD developed and 
launched Voice of Youth, a special pro-
gram designed to encourage and empower 
students in Adventist schools to conduct 
various outreach activities. The program 
provides funding for lay-led evangelism. 
As a result, the SSD Education Depart-
ment can provide US$5,000 to every col-
lege or university and US$2,000 to every 
secondary school with approved outreach 
proposals. Students are the primary cre-
ators and actors in these spiritual activ-
ities, planning and implementing various 
programs; teachers serve as coaches. 
Funding was also allocated for 2020, and 
the program continues to be a powerful 
outreach force in many countries in SSD. 

 
Schools in Discipleship (SID) 

Adventist schools are established to 
help support the mission of the church, 
which includes calling people to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ, proclaiming the everlasting 
gospel referred to in the three angels’ messages (Rev-
elation 14:6-12) and preparing the world for Christ’s 
soon return. This also means offering excellent aca-
demics and preparing students to serve as witnesses 
for Christ in every area of life, whether in the public 
or private sector.  

In collaboration with the Children’s Ministries and 
Family Ministries departments, the Education Depart-
ment successfully organized Schools in Discipleship 
(SID) training programs in Indonesia in 2017 and 2018, 
and in the Philippines in 2019. Priority was given to 
these two countries, considering that 661 of the 954 (69 
percent) of the educational institutions in SSD are lo-
cated in the Philippines and Indonesia. The objectives 

of the SID training program are: (1) to strengthen the 
spiritual programs and activities of the schools; (2) to 
help school administrators, teachers, parents, students, 
chaplains, and pastors in deepening their own spiritual 
journey; (3) to equip teachers to disciple students; (4) 
to strengthen the partnership among the three educa-
tional agencies—home, school, and church; and (5) to 
prepare the hearts of all participants for the Integrated 
Evangelism Lifestyle (IEL) program designed by SSD. 
The primary purpose of this program is to encourage 
every student studying in Adventist school to become 
a disciple of Jesus Christ. A similar training program 
took place in Myanmar and Bangladesh in 2020. 

Faculty Development 
The quality of any educational institution is largely 

determined by the excellence of its teaching faculty. 
SSD assists schools in developing their teachers in 
many ways, such as organizing seminars and work-
shops and providing scholarships for undergraduate 
and graduate programs. 

Various division-wide and regional seminars were 
conducted during this past quinquennium. Consid-
ering that most science textbooks produced by non-
Christian publishers present concepts about evolution 
as fact, it was determined that the most urgent need 
was to help Adventist teachers handle this subject 
matter. In coordination with the Geoscience Research 
Institute (GRI), SSD organized the “Celebration of Cre-
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Flordeliza B. Jamen, a pharmacy teacher at Adventist Medical Center      
College-Iligan City, South Philippines, accepted Jesus as her personal   

Savior due to attending a Week of Prayer. 
Photo courtesy of the SSD Education Department.  



ation” seminar in Bali, Indonesia, in 2017. 
Several senior scientists and researchers 
from GRI were invited to share their un-
derstanding of nature and its relationship 
with the biblical revelation of the Creator 
God. Moreover, in May 2019, SSD organ-
ized the Faith and Science Conference in 
Naga View Adventist College, North Phil-
ippines. 

In collaboration with various unions, 
teacher conventions were organized to re-
mind and instruct all teachers about the 
unique philosophy of Adventist education 
and give them an opportunity to learn in-
novative pedagogical theories and prac-
tices. Teachers participate in this program 
as part of their professional development, 
an essential contributor to enhancing stu-
dent learning. 

 
Conclusion 

There are many ways Adventist schools can con-
tribute to the church’s success in reaching out to the 
world. Although there are restrictions on conducting 

direct evangelistic campaigns in many countries dom-
inated by Islam and Buddhist ideologies, people in 
neighboring communities can be reached through Ad-
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Benjamin Clausen, an Adventist research scientist from the Geoscience 
Research Institute (Loma Linda, California, U.S.A.), explains volcanic 

rock formation during a field trip to Mt. Batur, Bali, Indonesia. 
Photo courtesy of the SSD Education Department.  

Faith and Science Conference (2019) in Naga View Adventist College, North Philippines, equipped science and Bible teachers on how to       
address the evolution vs. creation controversy. Photo courtesy of the SSD Education Department.



ventist education. Currently, some countries in SSD 
have only a few Adventist schools or none at all. The 
SSD Education Department continues to strive toward 
growing the number of schools in the full implemen-
tation of Acts 1:8, “‘and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.’”7 Effective strategies must be de-
veloped to reach students and teachers, after which 
they can reach out together to people in neighboring 
communities. Some students may even choose to be-
come missionaries and serve in different parts of the 
world. SSD is committed to this mission, and Advent-
ist schools in this territory will continue to collaborate 
with the church in preparing the world for the soon 
coming of Jesus. ✐  
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